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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30 -

p.m., and read prayevs.

QUESTION, 7
MANGANESE ORE.
As to Port of Shipment,

Hon_ I11I. K. WATSOX (for Hon. H, A.
C. Daffen) asked the Honorary Minister for
Agarienltore:

{1y Is the Minister nware that in the
Trade and Finanee columns of “The West
Anstralian” of the 22nd September, there
appeared a Statement that mangancse ore
is being railed from Meekatharra to Fre-
mantle at the rate of 1,000 tons per month?

(2) Does it not appear obvions that a
larger quantity per month could be railed
to the natnral port of Geraldton and so save
not only train miles but traffic congestion
and rollingstnck 2

{3) Will the Minister endeavour to have
this arrangement altered so as to divert de-
livery of the ore to Geraldton fer ship-
ment ¥

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, but as the Commissioner of
Railways is a common carrier, delivery
must be made to the point selected by the
consignor,

(3) Alternative freight rates to Gerald-
ton and PFremantle werg quoted, but the
contractor has notified the department that
initial shipments must be made thkrough
Fremantle.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Friendly Socicties Act Amendment.
2, Margarine Aet Amendment.

Introduced by the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. R. M. Farrest, leave
of absence for six econseeutive sittings
granted.to Hon. F. R. Welsh (North) on
the ground of ill-health,

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Licensing Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Assembly.

2, Hospitals Aet Amendment.

3, Railway (Brown Hill Loop Kalzoor-
lie-Gnumballa J.ake) Discontinuanece.

Passed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Buburban} [4.44)
in moving the second reading said: The
passing by the Commonwealth Parliament
of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Act, 1947,
ig the reason for the introduetion of this
Biit. TFollowing representations by certain
interested parties, the Solicitor General was
asked for an opinien as to whether a per-
son who was an “approved pharmaceutieal
chemist” within the meaning of the Phar-
maceutical Benefits Act was disqualified as
a member of the Western Australian Par-
liament.



[29 SepremBer, 1948.]

As members are awave, under the Com-
monwealth free medicine scheme, the pre-
scription is taken to the chemist and the
(Commonwealth pays him for the medicine
»0 supplied. It then becomes a question as
te whether the chemist’s position is an of-
flee of profit within the meaning of the
Constitution Aet, That question was sub-
mitted to the Solicitor General who gave
considerable thought to it and he furnished
a lengthy opinion on the subjeet, in the
course of which ke said—

Having in view the fact that Euglish Jaw
Las always comstried the phrase *‘office of
prefit under the Crown’’ widely where the con-
stroetion iz favourable to ensuring that mem-
bers of Parlinment do not come under the con-
trol of the Crown and do unot impair their
independence, I think it quite possible that an
ttpproved chemist might hold an office of profit
under the Crown for the purposes of Sections

37 and 38 of owr Constitution Aects Amend-
ment Aet, 1899,

Briefly, the Solicitor General considers
that there is a decided possibility that chem.
ists approved under the Commonwealth Aect
would be holding an office of profit under
the Crown, In the opinion that he has sub-
mitted he has pointed ount that *under the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Act the granting of
approval of a c¢hemist has fhe effect of ereat-
ing a statutory relationship hetween the per-
son approved and the Commonwealth, as
well as between him and members of the
publie. He is bound to supply pharmaeenti-
cal benefits to the publie, without charge,
and by so doing he becomes entitled to pay-
ment by the Commonwealth. The amount
payable is determined hy the Governor-
General in Council by regulation. The ehem-
ist is subjeet to supervision by the Director-
General whose approval may be suspended
or revoked, for good cause shown.

An English judicial ruling is to the ef-
Feet that a person appointed as a chemist
to a town eouncil held an office or place of
profit in the gift of the council and had &
contract or employmeni therewith although
his only emolument had been profit on 4d.
worth of oil supplied to the council’s fire
hrigade. Legal opinion in Vietoria has held
that chemists in that State who were ap-
proved under the Commonwealth Aci, ave
disqualified from sitfing in the Victorian
Parliament, A similar opinion affects mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament.

It may be argued that the term “Crown”
in this State’s legislation should apply only

[58]
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to the Crown in vight of Western Australia,
Legal opinion is that the term is wide
enough to cover the Crown in all its aspeets
and extends to the Crown in the right of
the Commonwealih. In the cirenmstances,
the Bill is introduced to put the matter be-
yond doubt and to permit chemists and
medieal practitioners to enter the Parlia-
menf of Western Australia even though they
have been approved under the Pharmacenti-
cal Benefits Act. I move—
That the Bill be now read s second time.

Question put,

The PRESIDEXNT: It is necessary that
the Bill be passed by an absolute majority
of the members of the Council. I shall
divide the House,

Divigion taken.

The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-
sentient vote and an absclute majority of
members being present, I declare the second
reading ecarried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

«t Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debale, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [4.52]
in moving the second reading said: This
Bill is a hardy annnal. The parent Act was
introduced in 1915 for the purpose of en-
abling advanees to be made to farmers who
suffered in the severe drought of 1913-14.
The legislation has been continned each year
for a period of 12 months. Obviously, it is
necessary to continue the Act for some time
in order that future advances may be made
under it and that the existing securities may
be protected. It is now proposed to con-
tinue the Aet for a period of five years, in-
stead of 12 months. At present, £18,061
prinzipal, together with £1,156 interest, is
owing to the Government, while during the
past year advances of £13,313 were made
under the Aect.



1358

Hon. A. L. Loton: What is the number
of the persons to whom the advances were
made?

THE CHIEF SECRETARY : I am afraid
T have not those particulars. It is feared
that it will be necessary to make advances
under the Aet to some farmers during the
ensuving five years and therefore it is deemed
advisable to extend the legislation for that
period. T move—

That the Bill be now read a serond time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate vesumed from the previous day.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [4.54]:
There is nothing very much in this Bill.
Prior to the war, the voluntary wheat pool
accumulated certain small percentages whieh
could not be distributed to the farmers. A
very considerable sum of money was thug
aceumulated, probably £13¢,000. Tt has been
Iying idle and this Bill will enable it to be
invested, so that it may earn interest pend-
ing the time when it will be distribnted, and
the money will be increased to that extent.
I support the second reading.

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair: the

Honorary Minister for Agrieultare in chavge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Seetion 13 (5)
{e):

Hon. A. THOMSQOXN: Can the Minister
inform the Committee what the position of
those farmers is who have sold their farms
or retired from business, but whao still have
an interest in the money that has been ae-
cumulated? Portion of the money actually
belones to them.

Hon L. Craig: It belongs to all the wheat
farmers.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Many of the
furmers T have mentioned feel that they

[COUNCIL.]

shoild he cntitled to share in the aveunin-
lation.

Tlou, L. CRAIG: Mr. Thomson has rase
a most interesling and important point. |
understand, however, that it is not pro-
posed to distribute these accumulutions,
which, ns Mr. Logan pointed out, have been
built up from small marging which eould not
he distributed to the farmers. The money
was put in a reserve fund. This elause will
give the trostees of the fund power to invest
the accumulations in securities other
than thoze approved for trust investment.
The trustees are eommitted to certain gilt-
edged investments of very low-earning ca-
paecity, The Bill gives them the right to
invest in anything they like, such as shares
—or racehorses if they so desire, Members
might say that is not very sound, but it nrust
be remembered that a trustee retires each
year and is re-appointed by the Wheat-
growers’ Council. That is a big safeguard.

The very cheice people of the wheatgrow-
ing industry are elected. Today the trustees
are Messrs, Teasdale, Bath, Russell and one
other, and they are men of the highest in-
tegrity. They are looking for investments
which will yield a little better than Com-
monwealth bonds. I am not sure that they
have not in mind the purchase of a hostel
or somg similar property in Perth for the
use of wheat farmers, It is proposed that
there shall not be a distribution of cash,
but that the fund will be used so as to hene-
fit the wheatgrowers and the industry for
all time. If this sum were spread amongst
cvervoue who contributed to the wheat
pool, each individual would probably wmet
ahout 2s. 6d.

"Hon. A. L. Loton: Have vou any iden
of the exaet amount in hand at the moment?

Hon, L. CRAIG: No, but it is a large
sum  which has heen acenmulatine  sinee
1932, Xeither it, nor the income ha- heen
spent, .

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was never intended
that the people who put wheat into the poal
would participate in these fraetions. They
are very small, like the totalisator fractinns,
T do not agree with Mr, Craig that the
trustecs eould invest the money on roce-
horses.

Hon. L. Craig:
tion!

That wns an exaggern-
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The clause states that
the trustces may turn the money to account.
I do not think that putting it on a race-
horse would be turning it to aceount.

Hon, G. Fraser: It might be.
The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: At the moment the

trustees merely have the power to amalga-
mate all the funds. I suppose they put the
money in the bank and get about two per
cent, interest, This measure gives further
power. It provides that they may invest any
moneys in the purchase of real estate with
power to sell, transfer, improve, manage,
develop, exchange, let, mortzage, or other-
wise dispose of, deal with, or turn to ac-
¢ount, It is desirable that this power be
given to the trustees who are, as Mr. Craig
has said, men of irreproachable character,
The wheat growers never expected to get
any cash from this fund, but the farmers,
generally, will derive a henefit. There is
£130,000 in the fund, and it is propesed to
buy a property which, if it is noi purchased
soon, will be bought by someone else,

Hon, A, THOMSON: I do not doubt the
integrity of the trustees, but this Bill will
empower them to retain the whole of the
money. I know individual farmers who have
discussed the disposal plans in connection
with the money that has accumulated in the
purchase of wool. They maintain they should
receive any surplus in cash, If we pass
this measure we may establish a precedent
that will re-set against the woolgrowers fo
a greater cxtent than might be imagined.
Farmers who have retired should be entitled
to receive their share of the accumulated
funds,

I suggest to the Minister that he should
not press for the passing of the Bill, bhut
should discuss the matter with the Wheat
Poo! to find out whether consideration has
been given to distributing portion of the
money. The farmers still carrving on are
the ones who will receive the benefit from
this fund. Tt is not of much use to people
who have heen wheatgrowing for 30 yenrs
and are now retired, An occasional £25
would be very usefu] to them. T appeal to
the Minister not to pass the Bill, but to dis-
cuss the point T have raised.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: T cannot agree to Mr.
Thomson's suggestion. I do not know how
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the trustees could arrive at the amount that
a man who was retired would be entitled
te. These fractions have been going on for
years and they are so small that it would
be hard to say that Mr. Jones should get
£25, Mr. Smith £15, and so on. I do not
know that an acecount of the fractions has
been kept. They just go into the fund. I do
not believe any farmer expects to get any-
thing from them. I do not expect to get
anything, and I do not know anyone who
does, The amount has been spread among
ghout 12,000 farmers since 1932. It would
be impossible to allocate the money.

Hon. L, A. LOGAN: I think Mr. Thom-
son i3 a little off the track in mentioning
wool. When we signed the contract to de-
liver wheat to the voluntary pool, it was an
understood eondition that any undistributed
margins would go intp a fund, the purpose
of which is outlined in the Bill. It was
never intended that they would benefit the
wheatgrowers individually, but as a whole
throughout the State,

Hcen, A. THOMSON: The proceeds of
the Wheat Pool in the early days belonged
to the whole of the farming community.
The Minister says it would be impossible
to arvive at a decision in connection with
this matter, I am getting rather tired of
being told that it is absolutely impossible
to supply information that is sought. A
person Who bas contributed for a number
of years has 2 right to his interest in the
fand, The Honorary Minister says he has
not heard of anybody who expects to re-
ceive anything from the fund.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I said I had not heard of anybody who had
asked for the money.

Hon, A, THOMSON: I cculd introduee
the Honorary Minister to at least three
persuns at present residing in Katanning
whp bave done se. They raised the point
with me, but they were dealing particularly
with wool. I am not going to force a
division, but I have nsked a plain question.

Hon, G. W. Miles: The Minister counld
report progress and give you time to look
into the matter,

Hon, A. THOMBON: That is what I am
suggesting, Certain people are entitled to
know the position, At least I have cleared
my conseience in connection with those who
diseussed the point with me,
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The point raised by Mr.
Thomson is very interesting. If we delay
the Bill, I know that we could not ohtain
any information from the trustees, Whether
we oppose the Bill or otherwise, the trustees
have the requisite power now, If anything
cottld he done I would not mind holding the
Bill over for a fortnight, but I cannot see
that any good purpose would be served by
so doing.

Hon, I. CRAIG: If the Bill is passed it
will not affect the position. The measure
is instignted by the wheatgrowers them-
selves and they have appointed a council
which, jn turn, has appointed trustees who
have power to do anvthing. I believe the
wheatgrowing industry is worth a good
many millions to this State, but will the
retarns come back to the prowers under the
special agreement between the Awustralian
and British Governments, which provides
that on the sale of wheat to countries out-
side the Empire, the proceeds shall be dis-
tributed equally between the wheatgrowers?

Hon, A, Thomson: I suppose you know
that the Commonwealth Government pro-
poses to use that money in another diree-
tion,

Hon, L. CRAIG: That was snggested,
but T do net know whether it has any au-
thority to do that. This is an entirely differ-
ent matter altogether. That money has
been earning intevest and has probably
doubled its value.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What is going to
happen to this money eventually?

Hon. .. CRAIG: Tt will be spent for the
henefit of the industry generally. The
irusters have that power. There are four
trustees ymd it is entirely in the hands of
the wheatgrowers themselves as to what
shall he done with the money. With these
smalt fraetions, they have said: “Vou take
them and do what yon ean with them.” If
we do not pass the Bill, it will mean that
the monev will have to he put inte other
kinds of investments, The Bill is only ex-
tending the scope as to what they shall do
with the money.

Hon, . K, WATSOX: Ag 3Mr. Craie
lhas exnlained, the Bill is to extend the
seope of the investment of the<e fractions
which have aceumulated and which eannnt
be disiribufed to the farmers themselves.

[COUKCIL.]

Having regard to the souree from which

" these moneys came, perhaps a more appro-
priate method of disbursing the money
would be to utilise it for researeh work,
through the TUniversity, on experimental
farms, rather than to spend it on bricks
and mortar.

Hon. L. Craig: They have made ad-
vances to the University alveady.

Hon, H, K. WATSON: Yes, but I bave
made that suggestion inasmuch as there is
a substantial amount held and the advances
could bhe increased, if the trustees have
that power.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They have very little power except to put
the money in the bank and make ordinary
trustee investments.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: That is just my
point, and the meney is acenmulating all
the time. Therefore, the Minister might
consider My, Thomsen’s suggestion and re-
port progress.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: One suggestion has heen
made that these fractions be put into the
bulk handling system. I have made some
rough caleulations. Presuming there are
12,000 wheatgrowers and that this money
has doubled itself, taking the full amount,
it would work out to 13s. 4d. a year for
each wheatgrower. Tf the fund has not
doubled itself, the wheatgrower, on the
average, is being deprived of 6s. 8d. a year.
How is it to be ascertained who is who
and who has put in 6s. 8d. or a lesser
amount? -

Hon, E. H. GRAY: I think the sugmes-
tion made by Mr. Watson is excellent, and
deserves consideration. What is wanfed
in Woestern Anstralia is more research into
wheatgrowing and T think we eould well -
follow the example of New Zealand nand
New South Wales. Tn New Zealand they
have set up a wheat institute. T think the
maney conld be utilised fo huild a wheat
ipstitute in this State and thus bring the
farmers and flour millers togeiher. An
smending Bill could bhe brought down fo
mive the trustees power te make a srant
to the University for the estahlishment
of the wheat institute.

Hon. T. Craig: They have already done
that. ’
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Honorary Minis-
ter has said that they have no power under
the Act. I suggest that progress be re-
ported.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not want to give
a lecture as to what has been done in wheat
research in Western Australia. Mr. Gray
wants to spend some money on research
in connection with the grading of wheat.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes, that is right.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have a full report on
the grading of wheat which I propose to
give to Mr. Gray.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreeﬂ to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILI—GOLD BUYERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[5.26] : T interpret the Bill as an mtention
on the part of the Government still further
to restriet illieit @old dealing. In my opinion,
some of the elauses ave all right but others
sre quite severe. However, as they have
heen dealt with by other gpeakers I do not
propose to go over them again as we will
have the opportunity to consider them more
closely in the Committee stoge. The Gov-
ernment has not realised the position that
will he ~reated by the Bill which, if allowed
to remain, will not only inflict considerable
hardship on eertain traders bunt will send
quite an appreciable amount of business out
of the State.

The Bill proposes to prohibit the re-
making and re-modelling of family jewel-
lery or heirloom jewellery, which, although
out of date, may have to the owner some
sentimental assoeiation with the past. In
the early Goldfields days, it was quite com-
mon for a man to have gold made into the
old-fashioned wateh chain, and many a man
has heen known to say:—'This represents
the first piece of gold T ever found.” These
trinkets have remained in the family for
many yerars in some instances, but today the
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wearing of wateh chains is unfashionable
nnd the practice iy out of date.

Hon, H. Hearn: You could fasten yonr
gold pass on to it.

Hon, W, J, MANN: In an old box in
my home there lies a watch chain with a
considerable amount of gold in it that I
once thought was a heautiful piece of jew-
ellerv. I might very easily deeide that I
would like that gold manufactured into
something for my grandson, but if the Bill
is passed that would not be possible. Sub-
paragraph {3) of paragraph (¢) of Clause
12 reads—

(37 No pgold or wrought gold, except that

purchased from His Majesty’s Mint or any
bank, shall be used in manufacture,

That means that if gold were taken to a
manufacturing jeweller he would be bound
to say, “I am sorry, it is wrought gold
and T eannot take your order. The only
course open to you is to send it to the Hast-
ern States, where there is no such law, have
it manufactured and returned te you.”

Personally, T have experienced consider-
able interest in following up the proposals
in the Bill, I bave learnt that the fashion
for women to wear very thin wedding rings
grew somewhat out of the utilisation of old
gold, Years ago wedding rings were broad
bancs of gold, but the time eame when the
fashion changed, as they were considered to
be too large and too heavy. One of the ecarli-
est cases was where a grandmother left a
heavy gold wedding ring to her grand-
daughter with a request that some day she
might be able to wear it. Th ving was capable
of heing cut into twop to make a couple of
wedding rings, and as there were two sisters,
they are today wearing the same gold in
their wedding rings as the grandwother
ware. T feel sure that the Government has
no intention of preventing that sort of
thinz.

If, in its cagerness, the Government de-
sires to ensure that ne gold other than that
obtained from .the Mint is used, there is
a danger of imposing a prohibition on the
manufacturing jeweller. The objection to
allowing jewellers to remodel and refashion
old jewellery is that stolen articles may Ve so
altered as later to be beyond re-ognition. T
have heen assured that there is little to worry
abont on this seore, because the cost of
remodelling, including sales tax, would
proclude the resale of the altered jewellery -
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at a prolit to the owner. I have been
further advised that all jewellers receive
a list of stolen jewellery, and that any piece
submitted to a jeweller ean be readily iden-
tified from the description supplied.

There is another matter T should like
to mention, altbough it has no direct bear-
ing on the Bill. I learn that manufacturing
Jewellers are not anxious to use gold from
our Mint for manufacturing purposes,
They prefer to buy it from metallurgists,
and as we kave no big metallurgists in this
State, they send to the Eastern States for
a portion of their requirements. When I in-
quired why—I was on a visit to the Mint
with the Chief Secretary—I was told that,
althongh its purity is undoubted, it is not as
easily worked as is gold refined by metallur-
mists. For this reason, T have been informed,
our Mint gold, when rolled, is liable to erack.

An illustration was given me of a gold
cup that is competed for in this State every
vear. It was manufactured by a certain
firm which, in attempting to use Western
Australian gold, found it necessary to make
the cup four times over before it was satis-
factory to the maker, simply becanse there
was some difference in the handling and
the relining of the gold. Although it was
of the same purity, there was something in
it that made it more diffeult to work.
Consequently, Eastern States gold is util-
ised. I have an amendment on the notice
paper to meet the position and I feel sure
that the Government will not oppese it,
especially as the provision in the Bill would
deprive our manufacturing jewellers of a
considerable amount of work. I understand
that there is a good deal of trading in gold
that has been lying in the homes of eiti-
Zens,

There 15 another aspect that apain
has no hearing on the Bill but might well
he mentioned. T have been informed that
there is practically no trade in this State
in eultured pearls. We have a law to pre-
vent the sale of cultured pearls in the State
and, consequently, all the ecultured pearls
worn here had to be proeured from the
Eastern States. I have also been assured
that it is quite a eommon thing for East-
ern States firms to eircnlarise people here,
particularly voung folk, offering them enl-
tured pearls with gold clasps, ete. Because
of our law against enltured pearls, that
trade iz denied to our State. Clanse 12, if
passed in its present form, will inflict an

[COUNCIL.]

even greater injustice and will deprive men
of work. I am sure there is no desire to
have that happen. In Committee I propose
to move to strike out the words, ‘“‘or
wrought gold’’ and insert a proposed new
subsection to eover the position.

HON. J. M. A. CUNNINGEAM (Souih)
[6.39]: I am strongly opposed to many of
the provisions of this proposed legislation.
I understand that the existing Act gives the
authoritics almost unique power in the mat-
ter of suppressing gold stealing and that
the statute is quite wide enough to f{aeili-
tate adequate policing. This ean be borne
out by the results that have been obtained
under the Act. The man at the head of the
Gold Stealing Detection Staff is one who
is absolutely incorruptible, and if the ex-
isting law permitted him to control the gold
stealing that was going on, I congider that
the Act is in every way sufficient to enable
gold stealing to be suppressed.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: There have been
very few acquittals under the Act.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: That is
s0. The Aet, with two or three others, has the
distinetion of departing from the generally
accepted form of British justice. It em-
bedies what I understand is the French
method under which a man is considered
guilty until he proves his innoecence. Mr.
Mann has just given the House a hypo-
thotienl case of a person in possession of
gold left to him as an heirloom and of his
being liable under the provision proposed
in the Bill. There is a case directly known
to me. In the early days of the Goldfields,
a man obtained gold from hig first show,
smelted it himself and left it to his sons
with the intention that they should have it
turned into wedding rings when they mar-
ried. One quarter of the original quantity
iz still in the possession of that man and,
under the Bill, he would be liable to be
charged as a criminal. That is not a hypo-
thetical case; I know the man personally.

To give another instance: It is proposed
to include the words, “has had gold in his .
possession.” To include sueh words would
be dangerous. The existing Act is open to
very grave abuse. The fact that there has
nat heen any known case of abuse by the
anthorities speaks well for the men Tespon-
sible for the suppression of gold stealing on
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the fields. This, however, may not always
he the ease, and the proposed amendment
to the law will widen the chance of abuse
erceping in and of an innoeent man being
prusecuted.

Let me quote a case that is not at all far
fetched. On thr Goldficldg there are many
large backvards belonging to adjoining pro-
perties under joint ownership. A man got
up early one morning to eat wood and, in
an extra burst of energy, cut more than
nsual and, in doing so, unearthed a eon-
siderable pareel of gold-bearing matter.
That man sweated for four oy five hours
during the day wondering what he should do.
He contacted a member of the Police Foree
who was a friend and was told to forget
about his discovery and let things ride. He
did so.

At eight o'clock that night he received
a visit from the authorities and was asked
to point out where the gold was. When the
party went outside, the gold had disap-
peared. That man had gold on his premises,
had control of it, it was in his possession
and he knew of it. During the bést part of 12
hours, he could have been made a vietim of
evil witness and put inside, and what de-
fence would he have had? None whatever,
hecause the gold had been in his possession,
although when a search was made, it could
not be found. The provision to insert the
words “has bad gold in his possession” is
superfluems and dangerous and should not
he agreed to. The ease I have just quoted
is particularly well known to me because
T was that man.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.44]:
The fears that have heen expressed
about the Bill, T consider, are rather remote,
All that the measure proposes is to give the
police power to ask a person to explain how
he hecame possessed of gold-bearing matter.
As there have been very clever lawyers on
the (foldfields in the past, they have raised
various technical questions whieh have
proved there are flaws in the Aet. All this
Bill purporis to de is to remove those flaws.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: There is only one
flaw.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T would
like to remind members that it is difficult to
prove where gold ore or telluride in a per-
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son’s possession ecame from. The only per-
son who knows is the one who actually took
it from the mine. We know that telluride
comes pnly from certain mines, but we ean-
not say from which partieular mine it eame.
So it is impossible to say who is the true
owner of stolen gold-bearing material. The
law was tightened up following the passing
of the Illicit Diamond Buying Act of Sonth
Afriea, the DPearling Act of Western
Australia and the old English law, which
bas been incorporated in the Police Aect of
‘Western Australia since 1892, relating to
the possession of property suspected of hav-
ing been stolen.

That last-mentioned law is, T regret to
say, used slmost daily, and certainly weekly,
at Fremantle where people are charged with
being in possession of goods suspected of
having beep stolen, the omns being placed
on them to explain how the goods came into
their possession. It became necessary to
pass the Gold Buyers Act becanse it was not
possible to say that gold had been stolen as
the ownership could not be proved. It was
a very common practice on the Goldfields for
a great quantity of gold-bearing ore to he
stolen and it was necessary to tighten up
the Act. Not long ago there was a very
clever gentleman whe was in possession of
some gold, and before they could satisfy
themselves that it had been stolen, the police
had to go away and make further inquiries.
When, as a result of those inquivies, they
cam.e hack to arrest the man, they found that
he had disposed of the gold-bearing material.
That shows that the police do act reason-
ably and corresfly.

We have seen oases reported in the paper
in which prople have disposed of gold-
bearing material which has thus net been in
their possession when the police went to
them. But the police were able to prove that
it kad been in their possession. Under this
measure, tf the police can prove that, and
the people concerned cannot satisfaetorily
exrlrin how they obtained posseszion, they
wil’ be linble. With regard to the ease men-
tioned by Mr. Cunningham, T am sure that
his friend would have been able to explain
how he hecame possessed of the gold,

JMembers: It was he himself,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am sure
that with his honest expression the magis-
trote would helieve what he said—even if
the poliee did not.
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Hon. A. L. Loton: Why should he be ar-
raigned before 3 magistrate?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I regret
that some people are apparently not well
versed in the quasi-eriminal laws and the
criminal laws. Unfortunately a great many
people are brought before magistrates and
charged with offences of which they are
subsequently found to be not guilty. That
is the system under which we work.
There is nothing whatever to prevent any
one of us, as we walk out of this House
tonight, being charged with murder and
taken off to prison and kept there without
bail being allowed. However, the police
do not do that sort of thimg unless they
have some reasonably solid ground for
their action.

The police hehave in a reasonahle man-
ner. If they did pot, I am sure that my
life as Minister for Police would be un-
bearable. 1 think we can say that all Gov-
ernments are careful to see that the police
do act reasonably. It has been said that
under the present law there have been very
few acquittals. Does that not show that
the police have acted reasonably? There
ba: been no suggestion that anybody has
been found guilty of heing in possession
of stolen gold who was not guilty, There
have been many appeals, .but they have
usnally been on technical grounds,

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Does that
not prove the effectiveness of the present
law?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, bheeause
the police cannot aet in many cases, such
as that of the man who was known o have
been in possession of stolen gold but did
not have it when the police came along.
This provision is in the Victorian Aect and
has not caused any injustice, Wrought
gold inclades gold which has been rolled
out into a sheet, such as the jewel-
lers use; and even a lump of smelted gold
which has had a pin attached to convert
it to a brooeh. Tt is thus open to dishonest
jewellers ronghly to convert a bar of stolen
gold into such items and so evade the Act.
This is known to have been done and the
police have been umable to act. I agree
with Mr. Mann that an amendment is es-
sential to cover the points he has raised.

Hon. 7. Bennetts: Many people are wear-
ing hrooches that they have had for many
years.

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: How many
have been arrested for it? It is so per-
feetly obvious that such trinkets have been
honestly acquired.

Hon. W. R. Hall: Made out of alluvial
gold.

Hon, G. Bennetts: A lot of them are not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know. I have not been fortunate enough
to have any. I have been expecting some-
body to query the use of the woids ‘‘has
had in his possession.’”” If may be said
that the police, knowing that o man had
some of these things in his possession ten
years ago, will say, “Very well; now we
will he able to have him up.”’ T would
point oub that such people have to come
before a jury or a justice of the peace. I
think we can take it that, generally speak.
ing, specially on the Goldfields, jewellers
are very reasonable people and understand
gold-stealing matters,

If a case is taken before a justice of
the peace, no evidence can be given to con-
viet a person of such an offence if it was
committed at any period beyond six months
prior to the date of the charge, so evi-
dence of possession of stolen gold conld
not date baeck heyond that period. There
will be no question of the police going back
over the years, because the law would not
permit that to he done. There is on record
the ease of McArthor v. MeGee, where the
police saw MeGee with gold but did not
have sufficient evidence to arrest him. An
hour or so later they did obtain enough evi-
dence to prove that the gold was. illicit, but
when they went back to him, he had dis-
posed of it. So the police are not sus-
pieious without reason.

There was a similar ease in which a man
called Tracey was involved. In both in-
stances the offenders went scot-free through
the ahility of the Kalgoorlie legal practi-
tioners. The principle that a man is in-
nocent until he is proved guilty is one that
must be preserved as far as possible. At
the same time, we cannot allow guilty
people to go free throngh mere technical-
ities, In all customs and revenue prosecun-
tions under hoth the Commonwealth and
the State Acts, it is provided that the por-
son who is the subject of a charge must
give an arccount of how he came by the
gaoods in his possession,
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The Police Act provides that if a person
is charged with being in unlawfu]l posses-
sion ¢f any goods reasonably suspected of
having been stolen, he ‘must render an ae-
count of how he obtained them. In the
same way, if a man has gold-bearing ore
in his possession, which arouses sunspicion,
he should be expected to explain how he
obtained il. Take the gentlemen, to whom
Mr. Cunningham referred, who was chop-
ping wood. Surely if the police did not
believe him, the magistrate would.

Ion, G. Fraser: It is a tall story to he-
lieve, all the same.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know., Mr. Heenan will remember what
was called “Sheriff’s case” in which a man
was charged with heing in the unlawful
possession of stolen goods. He gave an ex-
planation whiech was not econtradieted by
the police; and sinee it had not been e¢on-
tradicted, the Chief Justice of Victoria said
that the man had given a reasonable excuse
and therefore eould not be convieted. So
all a person has to do is to give a reason-
able excuse. OF course, if a man offers an
excuse and the police are able to prove
that it is not the truth, he is likely to he
found guilty; but if he gives a reasonable
excuse, the duty of the magistrate is to
acquit him., Se¢ the common law protects
people in that way. I trust that the Bill
will be passed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee

A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
for Agriculture in

Hon. J.
Honorary Minister
charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 1l—agreed to.

Clause 12—Amendment of Seetion 27:

Hon, W. J. MANN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of proposed new Subsection
(3) the words ‘‘or wrought gold’’ be struck
out.

The object is to make way for a new sub-
section reading, “No wrought gold except
that eontained in any article, the property
of any customer, received by a manufac-
turing jeweller or other manufacturer of
gold, for the purposes of alteration or re-
faghioning, shall be used in manufacture.”
The term “mannfacturing of gold” is one
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recognised and used in the trade, and is
already contained in another part of the
Bill,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have no objection to
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon. H, TUCKEY: I move an amend-
ment—

Thet in line 3 of proposed new Subsection

(8) after the word *‘bank’’ the words ‘for
any licensed metallurgist with premises in
Western Australia’’ be inserted.
If the amendment is not agreed to, a firm
that bas operated in this State for approxi-
mately 20 years and Thas supplied
jewellers with gold alloys, will have to close
dawn, T bhelieve this firm should be pro-
tected as, if it is put out of business, the
alloys required will have to come from the
Eastern States. If the firm lost this part
of its business, it would be unable to carry
on, and that would he disadvantageous to
the manufacturing jewellers of this State,
as the only other sources of supply of these
alloys are two Eastern States firms which
do business with this State by post, without
any direet representation here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
sure whether there are any jicensed metal-
lurgists, and I think the words “any licensed
goldbuyer” could be substituted.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: As the amendment did
not appear on the notice paper, I am un-
able at present to say whether I can agree
to it or not, and I would ask Mr. Tuckey to
have the amendment made in another place.

Hon. H. Tuckey: I do not think it will
affect Goldfields members, and I believe
they will support the amendment.

Hen. G0 FRASER: I think the Hon-
orary Minister should accepf the amend-
ment, and, if necessary after making in-
quiries, he could have it struck out in
another place,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am agreeable to that.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment—

That in line 3 of proposed new Subsection
(4) after the word ‘‘For¢e’’ a comma be in.
serted.
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IIon. E. M. Heenan:
words mean?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A police
oflicer who is of the rank of inspeetor, or

higher. 1t would not apply to a sergeant or
constable.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The Potice
Act lays down that an officer is a constable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, under
that Act an officer is a commissioned officer;
an inspector, for instance.

What do those

Amendment put and passed.

Tlon. W. J. MANN: | move an amend-
ment—

That a new subsection, to stand as Subsection
{4), be inserted as follows:—

“‘No wrought gold, except that contained
in any article, the property of any customer,
received by a manufacturing jeweller or other
manufacturer of gold, for the purpoeses ot
alteration or re-fashioning, shall be used in
manufacture.’?

Hon. (. FRASER: Tloes that proposed
new subseetion mean that if a manufactur-
ing jeweller took a job he could use no gold
uther than thal contained in the article on
which ke was to do the jobh?

IIon, W. [J. Mann: Just the gold that was
brought to him.

Hon. G. FRASER : T can see a disability
there, as the gold brought to him might not
he suflicient, and, without other gold, hc
would be unable to do the job.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. G. FRASER: My interpretation is
that if we carry Mr. Mann’s amendment
as it stands it will preclude 8 manufactur-
ing jeweller from using any other gold to
complete a job brought to him by any per-
von. If Mr. Mann were to delete the words
“‘axcept that contained in any article’” from
hix amendment and then make some provi-
sion o link it up with proposed new Sub-
section (3), the difficulty would be over-
come,

Tlon. W. J. MANN: T thank Myr. Fraser
for pointing out what might easily occur.
The amendment was drawn up by the people
concerned and I presume they have dis-
cussed every aspeet of it. T suggest that
we paoss the amendment in its present form
and I will communicate with the people

[COUNGIL.]

coneerned and if necessary move that the
Bil be re-committed on the third reading.

Hon, G. FRASER: In view of the ex-
planation given by "Mr. Mann, I am pre-
pared to accept the amendment as it stands.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed fo.

Clauses 13 to 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Amendment of Section 36:

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I move an ameni-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) after the
word ‘‘had’’ the words ‘‘to his knowledge”’
be inserted,

In all other tvpes of offences there must
be some proof of the knowledge of guilt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1Iu almost
all cases where a man is charged with gold
stealing his plea is that he did aot know the
gold was there. One mine manager wus
found with a bar of gold alongside him on
his bench and he stated “I did not know 11
was gold." Of course, no-one helieved hiin
and he was duly ronvicted. He appealed
bt still no-one helieved him and [ under-
stand he received a term of iruprisonment.
The amendment, if passed, would mean that
in fufure we will not be able to convict any-
body of gold stealing, and 1 suggest that if
members want gold stealing to flourish, they
have only to agree to the amendment. If
members want to protect honest citizens,
they will rejeet the amendment.

Hon, E, M. HEENAN: T agree with the
Chief Secretary that we should do nothing ta
wenken the existing Aet which has functioned
sotisfactorily. It deals with a diftieult prob-
lem and it iz only right that execeptional
powers should be given to the police to pre-
vent gold stealing. If Mr. Bennetts' amend-
ment were to be earried it would undoubtedly
have the effect of making it diffieult for the
police to seeure convictions. If people steal
anvthing at all it is only right that they
should be found guilty and T intend to oppose
the amendment. I direct members’ attention
to the definition of wrought gold. Up to
the present time we have amended the defini-
tion of gold to embrace gold matter und that
strengthens the Act and re-lifies a techniecal
weakness as the Minister pointed out. I urge
the Committee to agree that that is as far
as we should go. To the provision emhodied
in Section 36 it is proposed to add the
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words, “gold matter or wrought gold.” I
have no objection to the inelusion of “gold
matter,” but (o include a reference to
“wrought gold” is to go far beyond what is
necessary or advisable. If we were to do that,
it would make it extremely difficult for a
person, when questioned by a policeman, to
satisfy the officer that he had come hy the
artiele reasonahly.

I have no objection to the extreme powers
already embodied in the A-~t being granted
to the police, becanse stringent steps must
be taken to cope with gold stealing. On
the other hand, 1 would certainly object to
the legislation enabling a policeman to gues-
tion me as to how [ came by my gold wateh-
chain ov rings or the jewellery possessed by
my wife, That is what it will mean if we
melude the words “wrought gold”, I do
not know why the gold stealing detection
staff desires those words emhodied in the
Act, and I certainly hope the Committee will
not agree to it, As Mv. Boylen pointed out
last night, it would be a simple matter for
someone with a grievanee to lay a eomplaint,
and then when the poli~eman searched the
premises of the individual against whom the
complaint had heen laid, for him to find,
say, some gold rings that the individual
might not know were in his possession and
would have difficulty in explaining away.

Hon. G. Bennetts: As the clanse stands,
the police need only find a stone in a man’s
yard.

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: I do not desire
to weaken the existing law at all, We have in
charge of this work in Kalgoorlie an officer
who is absolutely above suspicion and has
administered the existing Aet well. It is
rarely (hat a man he charges is acquitted.
In the circumstances, I do not see why such
a radical extension of the Aet is required.
Another most important amendment affeets
the question of possession. Under the exist-
ing law, in all cases of unlawful possession

it must be proved that the gold was in the

accused person’s possession. It is proposed
in the Bill {o add the words, “or has had.”
In order to secure a econviction now the
police must prove that the gold was actually
in the accused’s possession. Should a man
have had in his possession illicit gold, but
had got rid of it last week, he wounld be
outside the law. That would seem i{o be &
pity but in our desire to punish the guilty,
we must see to it that we protect the inno-
cent.
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If a person were charged with having
had gold in his possession six months ago,
how difficult it would be for him to prove
that it was mot so! I think Section 36,
with the addition of the reference to ‘‘gold
matter’ will go quite far cnough, but to
make it retrospective in any sense wduld
he quite wrong. Inspector Meclernon is
doing a wonderful job, and anyone at Kal-
goorlie will agree that goldstealing bas been
practically cleaned up. That being so, I
hope that the provision in the Bill, to which
I have drawn particular attention, will not
be agreed to. We should not allow a elanse
te he inclnded in lezislation on the statute
bonk that might ereate injustices and pre-
judice innocent people. The present ad-
ministralion of the Aet is above corrup-
tion, and T appeal to the Committee not
to weaken the Aet in any way,

I shall tell the Committee a story to illus-
trate my meaning. I knew all about it be-
cause I aeted as solicitor for the man con-
ecrned. It relates to n young man who
solne ycars ago was working on ane of the
hiz mines at Kalgoorliee He had saved
£200 or €300 and had a friend who had 2
pronising prospecting show. That friend
induced the man T will refer to as Mr. X
to leave the mines and go into partnership
witk him. Mr. X gave up his job and went
into partnership with his friend, but after
six months they were broke. At that time
employment on the mines was hard to get.
He eould not secure his old job again, and
so ke took to buyipg gold. Having worked
on the mines he knew some of the ramifi-
cations of that elass of business.

Hon, L. Craig:
illieit gold?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes, he started
buying illicit gold and he was breaking the
law. He was approached one afternoon by
a man whom he did not know but who used
the name of one of his friends as a0 menus
of introduetion. The man said, ‘T have
got some fairly rich stone. Will you buy
it?”  Mr. X said, ‘“Yes, I will buy it.
Come to my room ait half-past seven to-
nigat, bhring it with you and I will buy
it.’’ The man went to Mr. X's room with
the parcel of stone and Mr. X said to him,
T will give you 30s. for it.”” The man
said, ‘‘That is all right. Yoan can have
it.”” Mr. X said, ‘‘Just wait a while.!”
He took the parcel and went out to the

You mean he bought
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back where he hid it. He then returned
to the man who was waiting for him in his
bedroom. Mr. X paid him 30s. and the man
went away. *

A remarkable thing then happened., In-
side five minutes a police officer came into
Mr* X's room and said, ‘‘Have yon got
any gold or any gold-bearing material
here?’” The man said he had not. 1 sup-
pose members céan imagine what Mr. X was
thinking. Most certainly he was thanking
his lucky stars at the moment because he
had hidden the parcel outside. The police
officer then said, ‘“Well, I am going to
search your premises.”’ The constable then
went over to Mr. X’s bed, as though he
knew just where to go. He lifted the pil-
low and ihere was a handful of rich stome.
Members will appreciate what had hap-
pened, A pimp had been employed and
the pimp had been ontwitted, because Mr.
X had gone outside and hidden the stuff
in the backyard, The pimp had to do his
Jjob, so he planted the stuff under the pillow.

Mr. X was convicted, deservedly so, 1
suppose, I feel convinced that men have
heen wrongly convieted under the Act, al-
thongh T must admit that probably very tew
have been wrengly convicted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY': On a point
of order, Mr. Chairman, is not AMr. Heenan
moving to strike out the words ‘all
wrought pold” in lines 1 and 2 of para-
graph (a) of the eclanse under considera-
tion?

The CHATRMAN: MY, Heenan has not
moved an amendment. He said that he
would vote against the clause; hut if Mr.
Bennetts is prepared to withdraw his
amendment, then I can aceept an amend-
ment hy Mr. Heenan,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN:
amendment—

That in lines 1 and 2 of paragraph (a) the
words ‘for wrought gold’’ be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. The reason why these words were in-
serted was that certain people, who deal in
stolen gold, make it into sheets, and this
s the ordinary form in which the Mint
sells it as wrought gold. It is very simple
to dispose -of such gold to jewellers as
wrought gold. All the elause intends is that

I move an

" the words “gold matter.”

[COUNCIL.]

any person who is in possession of that
type of gold may be asked to explain
where he got it. If be cannot, he muost toke
the consequences, Mr. Heenan mentioned
that he might be liable to arrest if he were
walking down the street with a gold watch
and chain,

The Act provides, however, that wroughil
gold means “gold and gold alloy which, on
view, hag apparently been worked or
mannfactured for trade purposes.” 1 peint
out, however, that any person is liable to
be arrested for being in unlawful posses-
sion of stolen property if the police have
reason to believe that it iz stolen. So the
police would only arrest a man with a gold
wateh and chain that they had reason to
believe had been stolen. There would he
grave danger to the administration of the
Act if the amendment were agreed to.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Is not the
intention of the law to protect innocent
peaple rather than punish guilty people!?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
TUnfortunately, gold stealing has reached
sueh a magnitude as to make it necessary to
alter the law to deal with gold sicalers who
are operating not in I{algoorlie, hut else-
where. They are the men who are in a
hetter position to bhe in possession of
wrought gold.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following vesnlt:—

Ayes .. . .. 15
Noes e - . 11
Majority for .. .. 4
AYES.
Hon, 0. F. Baxter Hon, E. M. Heengn
Heon. 3. Bennetts Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon, J, M, Cunningham Hon. TI. L. Roche
Hon, H, A. C. Daffen Hon. A. Thom=son
Flon, E. M. Davies Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, B. Fraser Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall {Teller.)
NeEs.

Hon. L. Craig Hon. G. W. Miles
Yion. R. M. Forrest Hon. H. 8. W. Parler
Hon. Sir Frank Qibson Hon, H. K. Watson
Hon. H. Hearn Hon, G. B. Wood
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon, C. H. Simpson
Houn. L. A. Logan (Teller.)
Amendment thus passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is now

necessary, the amendment having been
agreed to, to insert the word “or” hefore
 However, this
is a consequential amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
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H:a (. BENNETTS: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) after the

word “‘had’’ the words ‘“to his knowledge’’
be inserted.
I have already explained my amendment.
There is no doubt that the Aect is being
administered by one of the most honest and
fairest men on the Goldfields, but neverthe-
less he is not likely to be in eonfrol for all
time. Unsernpulons men might at times be
appointed to that position. Something might
be put inte & man’s backyard, if some un-
principled person had a set against him,
but with my amendment that man would
have a reasonable chance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In reply to
what Mr, Heenan said earlier, the man he
mentioned would still have been convieted
if this proposed law had been in existence,
hecause he did have stolen gold in his pos-
session, No-one suggests that a pimp shonld
frame anyone. That is wrong. But the
man had some stolen gold, and knew he had
it. He had paid 30s. for if.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Not the gold under
hiz pillow,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is so.
He was a straight-out gold thief, and Mr.
Ieenan says he was. But he was ennvicted
on wrong facts. Surely we should put the
law in order so that a man is convieted on
correct facts.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: The gold could have
been put into his bed witbout his having
bought it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He could
not have paid 30s. without knowing it. Mr.
Bennetts is asking us to make the pnlice
prove that he knew if was stolen gold.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: One or two
evil people eonld conviet a man by stating
they had sold him gold.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That can he
done in connection with any crime in the
calendar. Here we say, “You must satisfy
the magistrate that yon eame by it law-
fully.”

Hon. (. Fraser: You are reversing the
law.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, and it
has worked remarkably well with a very
cfficient goldstealing detection staff under
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Inspector MeLernon. Now we are asked
to elip his wings.

Hon. E. M. HEEXAN: I am opposed to
the amendment, We should not weaken the
existing position. I only mentioned the case
of Mr. X to illustrate the state of affairs
in Kalgoorlie before Inspector McLernon
went there. Inspector McLernon would not
come at thal sort of thing, but he will not
always be there. I agrec that the prosccu-
tion should prove guilty knowledge in an
ordinary case of stealing, but it is not rea-
sonable in conncetion with goldstealing.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. E. M, HEENAN:
amendment—
Thut paragraph (b) De struck out,

The Chief Secretary: If you leave para-
graph {b), I will agree to (c).

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: At the present
time, for a man to be charged, he must be
in possession of gold or gold matter. If he
had it yesterday or five minutes ago or six
months age, no charge lies against him, It
18 diflicult enough for him to explain away
the possession of something that he is
caught redhanded with, and it is right that
be should give an explanation, but, to my
mind, he would be terribly prejudiced if
he were charged with having gold in his
possession in April last, or May or June.
The existing Act has had (the effect of
cleaning up goldstealing. No guilty person
escapes. The lawyers have exploited all the
technical points so that they have been
cleared up from time to time. The point in
econnection with gold matter, that we have
alrendy amended, clears up one slight weak-
ness in the Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt would be
very dangerous to amend this, I remind
members that if a man is charged with hav-
ing had guld in his possession on a eertain
date, the police have to prove he had it.
If they say, “It was in a bag in your baek-
vard on sueh and such n date” they have
to ring it to his notice and prove it was
there. All he is asked to do iz to say how
ke ecame by it.

Flon. G. FRASER: If we pass this
amendment, it might be the forerupner of
amendments to the law covering ordinary
stealing eases. I do not see why we shoul?
give different treatment to those whoe com-

I move an
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mit offences under the Gold Buyers Act
compared with those who c¢ommit them
nnder other Acts. Further, we are told by
the Chiet Secretary and Mr. Heenan that
this legislation is working very well. It is
so sneeessful that the gold receivers, ete.,
who were working on the Goldfieids have
now heen dispersed. If that is so, the job
Las been well done. I was on the Goldfields
a few weeks ago and a remarkable tribute
was paid to the gold detection staff by
various  business men. When 1 asked
how things were, they said, “They
pretty had. Sinee the police have got down
on the pold stealers, business has slumped.”
The people do not frequent the hotels on
week days, [ we find next year that these
amendments have net achieved what is re-
quired, we can again give consideration to
the measure,

Hon, . M. HEEXAN: The Act was
passed i 1921 and has, therefore, operated
for 27 years, We are now asked to agree
to this mest radieal amendment, Is it not
possible that a person might be charged
with something that oceurred five or six
months ago, and that his wite or some most
material person, who eould prove his in-
nocenee, might have died in the meantime’?
What I want to stress is how difficult it
ix to prove thalt something happened or did
not hapuen in the past, and it is conceiv-
able that material witnesses have gone away
or died, We Goldfields members feel our
responsihility to the eommunity. I take it
the Bill has been brought forward on Lhe
adviee of Inspector McLernon, but we are
responsible men and represent the whole of
the community, Memhers will see that we are
fairly ununimous in our point of view ami
people who do not live on the Goldfields
might have some difieulty in realising the
actnal state of affairs. T wrge members
not to vote idly on this measure, and it in
doubt to leave the Act ds if is at present.
It is operating so  effectively that rarely
anyone eseapes from its meshes. The Min-
ister has not told us of any guilty person
that has got away with it

The Chief Seeretary: Pardon me; 1 did.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: We are worried
about it beepuse this is a departure from
the status quo,

Hon, J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: T would
like to support the many remarks made

e *
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pointing out the adequacy of the law as i
stands today in regard to illicit gold steal-
ing, If the law has been geod encuzh for
the present. gold stealing staff to put ap
sich a record as they have in obtaining
convictions, then why do they want this
wider power? The Minister has just men-
tioned that in the event of a ease being
launched it is for the police to prove that
the defendant has had the goltbearing ma-
terial in hiz possession, I might have heen
under a mizapprehension, T understood
that nnler this legislation it was for the
defendlant to prove his innoeence,

Hon, (i, Fraser: Tf ihey charge a person
on a certain day, they must prove that he
had it in his |ossession,

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: Yes. I
want the police to prove the ease. This
looks as if il is an instance where the police
have missed the boat and want a law to
eover themselves, The present Ael is suf-
ficiently adequate to obtain econvielinus in
almost every case.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have
pointed out two eases where the men drop-
ped the pold out of a car and were there-
fore not in possession of it when the pohwe
went up and questioned them. The clanse
is fo overeome a purely technieal point.
The pelice do not seck these convietions he-
cause they know they eannot get one when
a man is not in possession of the mold,

Hon. K. M. Heenan: Hard liek cases
make had law. \

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
not bard Inek ecases.

These are

Amendment put and a  division taken
with the following vesult: —
Ayes .. .- 15
Noes .. . .. 11
Majority for . 4
AVES,
Hon. (. F. Baxter Hou E. M. Heenan
Hon. (0. Bennetts J. G. Hinlop
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon A. T, Lotan
Hon. J. M. Cunningham Hon. W. J. Mann
Ton. K. M. Davies Hou. H. L. Roche
Hon. G. Praser Hon. A. Thomspn
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon. W. R. Hall {Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. L. Oraig Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. H. A. C. Daften Hon. Q. . Bimpson
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon, H. K. Watson
Hon Sir Frank Gibson Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. G. W. Milea
Hon. L. A. Logan (Telter.)
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Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Progress reported,

RILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

‘Received from the Assembly ond read
a first time.

BILL—TFISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT
(CONTINUANGCE).

Returned from the Assembly
amendment,

without

BILL—NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING
MATERIALS CONTROL.

Seéond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) {8.43):
I fee] very concerned that the Government
should see it to bring down a Bill of this
description. It seeks to control new trae-
tors, motor vehicles and fencing materials
hut, in my opinion, it does more than that.
[ helieve jt cuts right aeross the policy of
the Libera]l Party. In recent days I consider
we have been very eclose to wandering off
the main track of our own ideals. The Hon-
orary Minister, when introdu-ing the Bilj,
made it very clear thaf it was a great sor-
row to him to have to introduce a Bill ex-
tending controls and that he was looking
forward eagerly to the time when all these
controls would be unnecessary.

But are they necessary? Quite recently
we have extended controls in other directions
and I ean quite understand the dilemma of
Mr. Fraser when he said that he did not
quite know what the poliey of this Govern-
ment was with regard to controls. I was in-
fluenced by the belief that the Government,
in seeking continuance of controls under the
previous measures, was moving towards de-
control, but the Bill now before us is of
quite a different ~haracter. It secks to en-
large the vicious cirele of eontrol, and, on
that aceount, I am definifely opposed to it.

Mention was made by the Minister of a
desire by the Farmers' Union to have this
measure passed. That, I believe, should be
one of its pious hopes. But I wonder
whether other sections of the community feel
the same towards this Bill as does the Farm-

1371

ers' Union. While it might be true that a
majority of the executive of the Farmers’
Union desives this legislation, it is not by
any means clear that the whole of the farm-
ers of lhe State are of that opinion.

Hon. G. Bennetts: The smaller farmers
are.

Hon. H. HEARN: A friend of mine re-
cently travelled through some of the farming
arcas and, in chatting on this question with
36 farmers, found that only one desired con-
trol. For the information of the Honorary
Minister, T wish to say that one prominent
member of the Farmers’ Union execufive op-
posed the idea of control of this sort.

Hon. E. M. Davies: He must have been
in the minority.

Hon, H. HEARN: I was quite conscious
of the faet that the Minister was making ont
a very good case for the Farmers' Union,
but I cannot help feeling that he spoke very
slightingly eoncerning private enterprise and
the distributors. I admit that he softened it
by saying that there might be lack of judg-
ment and that they would be acting with the
best intentions, but that does not alter the
fact that private enterprise, so far as the
Minister is concerned in this case, was at
least “on the outer.” Once again, I wish to
affirm my belief in private enterprise. I am
not sure that some of the controls we have
already extended to the Government are
for the best. I have in mind, speaking of
housing, the fact that in Tasmania the ques-
tion of controls is not a vital issue.

Yesterday Mr. Roche made some obser-
vations that astounded me, and today I
checked up on some of the figures he gave
concerning tractors. Members will reeall
that he quoted the importations of tractors
during a period of three years—some
brought into this eountry under the lend-
lease agreement. He said that in 1944-45,
7,786 tractors were imported into the Com-
monwealth—

Hon. H. L. Roche: I said 7,031.

Hon. H. HEARXN: Then I will say ap-
proximately that number, and that of the
total 603 eame to Western Amnstralia. 1In
1945-46, approximately 5,808 were imported
inte the Commonwealth and 648 ceme to
this State. In 1946-47, approximately 3,438
were imported into the Commonwealth
and Western Ausiralia received approzi-
mately 667. Ineluded in the total for the
first year he quoted were 2,000 tracters
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of 12-horsepower which were imported
specially for vegetable growers and, owing
to the faet that they were not suitable for
Western Australia, they were kept in the
Eastern States. That is also true to a great
extent of 1045-46 because, of approximately
5,898 imported, tractors to the number of
1,500 were of the same type.

I honestly believe that the sooner we give
back to indnstry and to commerce its cor-
rect joh, the better it will he for the coun-
try generally. I heard quite a lot of inter-
Jections when other speakers mentioned
the question of goodwill in business. 1 do
not suzgest that that goodwill is anything
altruistic. It is the law of preservation te
the hosiness man and obviously any man
who has to distribute such searce commodi-
ties as tractors would at least have an eye
to the future, hearing in mind that this
Tndian summer may last one or two years
but the time will eome when he has to
legislate for the business of a lifetime. So
there is nothing altruistic abont the action
of distributors, but for the goodwill and
for the very future of his business, he
must aet fairly.

Tractor distributors have arranged, in the
event of this control passing out of the
hands of the Government, to have a central
depot where they ean at least check up to
ensare against any duplication of applica-
tions, and T suggest to the Honorary Min-
ister that possibly in the figures he gave
—T believe he admitfed it—he did not al-
low for duplication of applications lodged
with the Government authority.

Hon. G. Benneits: The distribution, then,
would be under control?

Hon. H, HEARN : Tt would he controlled
by the people who know the business, people
who would be anxious to ensure that there
was” fair play.

Hon. G. Fraser: What about decontrol?

Hon. H. HEARN: That will come later.
The set-up in Vietoria ultimately agreed to
is embodied in two paragraphs of a letter
I have received as follows:—

That the Vietorian members of thiz assoeia-
tion agree to honour permits already issued
by the Machinery Control Seetion of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

That first preference in the allocation of
tractors will be given to ex-Servicemen who are
being rehabilitated under governmental schemes
and to Government and associated bodies de-
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veloping areas for this purpese. Other ex-
Servicemen will be given preference, ali things
being cquul.

Those paragraphs set out the basis of a
very fair distribution to speeial people sueh
us returned servieemen and governmenial
authorities. I feel that if we in Western
Anstralia go in for control of tractors, we
shall be making a retrograde move hecanse,
as Mr. Fraser reminded us, we should be
looking to decontral.

I cannot understand the governmental at-
titade to the all-important question of
motorenrs.  We all know what a terrific
disadvantage the average person has sof-
fered through the contro] of motorcars by
the Commonwealth authority. Now, in the
wisdom of tbe Commenwealth, the time has
arrived when ears of a certain horse power
should be relcased from control, but we in
our wisdom, we who profess to have n
free-enterprise Government, say “No, we
shall continue control.” 1 wonder what sort
of n story we shall tell the people when the
next general election arrives.

Hon, G, Fraser: The same ag was told

at the last cleetion,

Hon. TI, HEARN: T cannot see that we
are consistent. As regards motorear distri-
hution, exeluding cars of the smaller horse
power, ‘I wish to refer to a question men-
tioned by Mr. Watson yesterday. The fie-
ures T am ahout to quote were given to me
at my request, and they ean be verified and
anthenticated by any memher who cares to
investizgate them. We have to bear in mind
that the basis of rafioning is the taking of
a key wear and this particalar firm has
taken soch a year. I shall read a few notes
supplied to me so that our friends from
Kalgoorlie may see just what is happening
under this so-called fair scheme of govern-
mental rationing of ecars.

Hon. W. R. Hall: We already know.

Hon. H. HEARN : I am beginning to fee!
that we, after six or seven years of govern-
mental control, are reaching the belief that
that is the correct method of living and that
we are losing faith in the individual free-
dom and the spirit of enterprise that made
Australia what it is today. The notes state—

This is further to miy telephone conversation
with you this morning regarding the fact that

Kalgoorlie and the Xastern Goldfields are re-
ceiving very scant consideration as far as the
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issning of permits te purchase new antomobiles
iy concerned.

Figures kept by us, which are available for
the perusal of any bona-fide party, show that
duting the two years 1938 and 1939, Kalgoor-
lie took 7.1 per cent. of the total automobiles
distributed by us throughout Western Aus-
tralia. Under the present method of permit
allocations, however, the percentage received
by Kalgoorlie since new automobiles became
agnin available is only 2.05 per cent, This is
in direct contradiction to the picture which
applies to agricultural areas where deliveries
under permit have greatly exceeded the normal
proportion which should apply to those dis-
tricts,

Hon. H. L. Roche: Would those figures
include Boulder?

Hon. H. HEARN: Yes; Kalgoorlie and
Boulder in normal times are the largest
purchasers of ears outside the metropolitan
area.

Hon, G. Bennetts: May I see those notes?

Hon. H. HEARN: The hon. member is
welcome to see them in confidence and cheek
them. To continue—

Let me also quote the following fignres fo
help show how very much out of proportion
the situation has become, During the two
years 1938 and 1939, the following automobiles
~were delivered by us info the areaa shown:—

Ealgoorlie 90, Katanning 83, Manjimup 42,
Sinee new automgcbiles have been available
under the permit system, our deliveries into
those areas have heen:— .
Kalgoorlie 26. Katanning 71. Manjimup 35.
The above figures are merely an abstract
from very elaborate reeords kept by us.
So I say that governmental control of motor-
cars has not been quite the success that we
are led to helieve.

I now pass to the matter of fencing
materials. I listened with interest to Mr.
Roche and felt very sorry for him when he
admitted that he did not know where the
wire was going. Todey I made inguiries
with a view to getting information so that
I eould fill the vaeyum, which he evidently
was not able to do.

Hon. A. L. Loton: The Minister was not
able to do so, either.

Hon. H. HEARN : For the benefit of Mr.
Roche, T want to give some facts and figures
concerning the distribution of feneing
materials in his provinee, of which, mem-
bers will reeall, he said he had never seen
a roll. ‘

Hon. H. L. Roche: Of fencing wire,
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Hon. H. HEARN: T have hers an ac-
count of some delivericg that have taken
place recently to certain areas. It is a copy
of a letter from a eertnin firm, and velates
to information supplied following a tele-
phone conversation. It concerns deliveries
of wire and wire netting to the South-East-
ern distriet from Narrogin to Albany. The
letter reads—

We have taken out the deliveries for the
past three months and also for three months
of 1947, These work out at approximately 50
tons of wire and 1,600 rolls of netting supplied
to the following towns:—Albany, Young’s
Siding, Redmond, Narrikup, Mt. Barker, Ken-
denup, Tenterden, Cranbrook, ambellup,

Broome Hill, Katanning, Wagin, Piesseville,
Highbury, Narrogin,

In addition, on the same basis we estimate
that approximately 30 tons of wire and 473
rolls of netting went into sidings and towns
on cgastern branch lines. These represent in-
formation taken from invoices that are trace-
able and they represent less than half of the
total invoices, Much of the material that was
supplied to distributors against invoices is not
traceable and it is very probable that a con-
siderable portion of these went inte this area.

Apart from this, our company supplies con-
siderahle quantities of wire to the Cyclone
company for the manufacture of ‘‘ringlock?®’
fencing and from information received we
know that substantial quantities of this went
into the districts concerned during the past
two years.

I think that Mr. Hoche has now some pie-
ture of what is bappening in his con-
stituency,

Hon. H. L. Roche: Tt would still be in-
teresting to find them.

Hon. H. HEARN: They are the facts. I
would like to refer now to the question of
the ability of private enferprise to deal with
a diffienlt situation. I do remember with
gratitude the very kind remarks of the
Honorary Minister when introducing this
Bill, and the tribute he paid to the officers
who have controlled the tractor industry in
this State on behalf of the Commonwealth.
I think it would be just as well to remind
the Honorary Minister that Mr. Linton is
a product of private enterprise, loaned to
the Commonwealth Government by McKay
Massey Harris. I think that if we look inte
all these questions we will find that today
Governments are trying to swing along with
the assistance of the brains of private enter-
prise; and yet, knowing all this, they tell
us that theéy cannot really see that industry
should he allowed to look after itself. That
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is wrong. It is against Liberal prineiples
and I feel sure that unless we alter our
course the public of Western Australia will
tell us so at the next eleetion,

Hon. G. Benaetts: They will not endorse
you at the next election,

Hon. H. HEARN: Before concluding, 1
would like to refer to the quesiion of ve-
hicles other than motorcars. OF course, I
believe that the Honorary Minister will give
us some information; but why are not om-
nibuses mentioned? 1 have my own ideas,
but I would like to know why we are going
to have these eontrols. It appears to me
that private enterprise has still a lot to fear
from this Government; and because of that
I am protesting, since 1 believe that we
should sail under our trae colours and nol
under false ones. I oppose the Bill.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [9.5]:
After Jistening to the remarks of various
speakers, I am beginning to wonder who i3
governing this State—whether it is the Gov-
ernment or the distributors of motor ve-
hicles. I am actuated in my support of the
Bill by the ta~t that control iz desired by
the farming community and the traetor is
one of the tools of trade which farmers need
to carry on their industry, These men have
been asked iy the Governments of the State
and the Commonwealth to produce o their
utmost for the purpose of supplying the
market in Great Britain. I believe they have
attempted to do that. They are now suggest-
ing that in order that they may continue to
do so, they should have first preference in
obtaining whatever agricultural machinery
comes into this State.

Hon, L. Craig: This Bill will not give
them one more tractor.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: From the opinions
1 have heard expressed by those assoeciated
with the farming industry, I am led to be-
lieve that it will. Apart from that, I have
listened to what Mr. Hearn has said about
its being eontrary to the Liberal policy thal
the Government should at this stare endeav-
our to conirol certain machinery used in
farming. The Government made many
promises during the cle~tion, but has found
that it has net been able to give effect to
some of them—and this may be one.

During the referendum campaign the Gov-
ernment said that it wanted State control
ond not Federal control; but it appears to
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me from the remarks of Mr. Hearn that it
is not State control that is wanted at all, but
confrol by the distributors of tractors and
autormobiles. Experience has shown us that
in the ease of timber, which has not been
controlled up to a value of £50, people who
have required only a small quantity in order
to effect repairs to their homes have nat been
able to secare it. I venture to say that
the reason is that the merchants, who
have been controlling timber, have decided
that it shall go to those who are building
in a big way sueh as contraetors,

Hon, A. Thomson: 1 do not think that
is quite eorreet.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: My veracity is
equal to that of Mr. Thomson,

Hon. A. Thomson: I still doubt the
truth of the statement,

Hon. E, M. DAVIES: Regarding the
distribution of tractors, Mr. Watson said
that control was contrary to Government
policy; but the Government has introduced
the Bill and it must have some knowledge ot
the farming industry and its rerquirements.
If this control were contrary to its poliey,
il would not have introduced the measure.
The farming eowmunity is entitled to revpive
preference in the purchase of agricultural
machinery, fencing wire and wire netting,
whieh have been in short supply during the
past few years. If rabbits are to be kept
down—farmers need feneing wire and
wire netting to enable them {o achieve this-—-
then they should have the materials supplied
to them,

Hon. A. Thomson: You had better get
the coalminers in New South Wales te work
harder,

Hon, E. M, DAVIES: T suggest that
Mr. Thomson go to New South Wales and
see what influence he has over there. T feel
it is my duty to support the Bill, inasmuch
as the Government would not have intro-
dueed it if that course had been regarded
as unnecessary. 1 am aiso aetuated jn my
desire to support the measure by the facl
that those who represent the farming indus-
try claim that there should he some control
over tractors at least for another 12 months,

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [9.11]:
I have listened with a great deal of interest
to speeches for and against this Bill. The
measare is designed to eontrol traetors,
motor vehicles and feneing materials until



[29 SepTEMBER, 1948.]

the 31st December nest year. In other
.words, the Government in its wisdom bhas
considercd the position and has decided
that to cover the change-over it is necessary
to have some measure of control—a transi-
tional, stop-gap measure—until the posi-
tion elears itself. I do not think anyone
has spoken more severely about restrictions
and controls than I have; but I consider
that within the principle of freedom and
private enterprise there is room for excep-
tions under certain exceptional conditions,
whieh I suggest would be first of all condi-
tions of acute seareity and a degree of
nationnl cinergency or importance—all of
which apply to the three commodities men-
tioned in the Bill,

1t is my intention to say a few words with
regard to tractors, So far as motor vehicles
and fencing wire are concerned, I shall pre-
serve an open mind until T have heard the
ecompleted arguments for and against. The
provinee I represent contains a fairly high
proportion of rural men, and over the last
few weeks T have made a point of ascer-
tainine the opinions of those who are
directly concerned—that is, tractor users.
Some of them are not very fussy whether
controlg are continued or not. Others are
rather anxious that controls should be con-
tinned for a while until the supply hecomes
freer, The point is that those who are anxious
to have controls continued are those who are
badly in need of tractors; and that is just
what the Government has in mind in desir-
ing that these contrals should continue for
a little while. ' :

The position pegarding wheel tractors is
likely to elear itself within a measurabie
time, When the Bill, if it is passed, comes
up for reconsideration, we should be in a
much belter position to know how we stand
with referente to wheel tractors than we are
at present. But the situation as regards
eaterpillar tractors is very different. So
far as T know, these are imported only from
America, When the war ended, the out-
put of Ameriean tractors was so eontrolled
that 85 per eent. wag earmarked for home
consumption. Of the remaining 15 per
cent, half was allocated to UNRA. The
remaining half—71% per cent, of the total
production—was allocated to the rest of the
world, and Australia got its share of that
quota. Sinee then the dollar position has
grown worse and the admission of crawler
type tractors from Ameriea is now gov-
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erned entirely by dollar needs. While it is
perhaps not competent for us to suggest
that the Commonwealth shounld ease the
position by floating a loan in Ameriea, it
is true that there is great need for erawler
type tractors to do the work that the wheel
type cannot do. If crawler type tractors
were available now, as they were before
the war, T think we would find a much
greater proportion of the orders would be
lodged in favour of that type than is the
case ab present, becaunse men simply do not
bother to order the crawler type, knowing
that the position js hopeless,

As to motorears, I was interested in the
figures given by Mr, Hearn in relation to
sales to the Goldfields pre-war and sinee
new cars have again heen available, It was
supgested that a greater proportion of new
vehieles was being made availably now to
agricultural areas, 1 do not think there is
any doubt ahout that, and I helieve the
principle to be sound, as one of the gov-
erning factors has been that the need for
a vehicle is largely determined by the ques-
tion of whether g man is a producer or
otherwize. Another factor must he taken
inte account. Before the war the priees
reecived by the primary producer for his
produets were low and be could not afford
a new vehiele, Many such cars were old
and almest worn out,

As is well known, commodity prices are
now hetter and it is only natural that the pro-
ducers ¢hould take the opportunity of re-
placing their old vehicles while they have
the ¢hance to do so and their finaneial posi-
tion is sp wueh improved. I hope members
in eonsidering the measure will take into
account the fact that the Government, in
intredueing the legislation, has had all the
fact. before it, has gone into the pros and
cons and has decided that it is necessary to
continne these controls for a limited time.
When the legislation” comes up for econsi-
deration next year, T may take quite a
different view from that which I now hold.
In the meantime, I helieve the Government
shotld hsve some measure of support in
implementing its programme, I support
the second reading.

HON, C. F. BAXTER (East) [9.20]; This
Bill has been well debated and the opinions
expressed have varied greatly. I have had as
much experience as has any other member
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of this House of the econtrol of tractors
sinee that control commenced, There are
those who say that traetors should be de-
controlled and that it should be left to the
merchants to handle their own business,
From the merchants’ standpoint 1 think it
would be wise, not only with tractors but
in the distribution of other articles in short
supply, to leave it to a Government depart-
ment. The merchants would not then have
the odinm attached to distributing wire
netting, wire, tractors and other articles
that are in short supply. 1 have yet to
meet a person who has found fault with the
distribution of tractors.

Hon. L. Craig: Or with farm machinery,
which is not confrolied,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the hor. mem-
ber, who ecomes from the dairy centres,
were to visit parts of my provinece he would
hear tnles difterent from that. I can speak
bitterly on that subject from my own ex-
perience. We are very fortunate in having
loaned to us a man from one of the trad-
ing coneerns to do this work. Naturally
the Government would look for someone
who understood the business. A civil ser-
vant, conneeted with other matters all his
life, could not be expected sueccessfully lo
denl with a situation sueh as this, and we
have been exceptionally fortunate in hav-
ing the serviees of the gentleman who has
been in charge.

Therr are wmany ways of looking at the
distribution of tractors. Mr. Hearn was
adamant in blaming the policy of the Gov-
erninent for what has happened, but to-
night with the argumentz he used he
answered his own ease. He said that for
the future of his business a distribnior
must consider his clients. Certainly that
would be the view of the average husiness
man, and that was Mr. Fraser’s conten-
tion last night, with regard to goodwill.
Who are the clients that the business man
must consider in the light of future busi-
ness? Not the unfortunate man who has
very little business to give the distributor,

Hon. L. A. Logan: Not the man who will
bhuy one traetor only.

Hon, G. Bennetts:
pay cash.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: They ‘are not the
people who will receive consideration such
as Mr. Hearn mentioned. The men whe
will reeeive that eonsideration are the good

The man who ean

[COUNCIL.]

clients who will have important husiness
in the future. That is only hnuman nature,
and it is evident in every line of comnmerce.

Hon. J, A. Dimmitt: As a merchant you
buve a very poor opinion of your fellow
merchants.

Houn, C. F. BAXTER: Nothing of the
kind, It is not many years since Mr. Dim-
mitt was connected with commeree,

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: [ still am.

Ilon, C. F. BAXTER: The hun member
s not still distributing, but in any case he
would give the greatest consideration to his
most important clients, and he cannot get
away from that faet. It is no use saying
that T have a poor opinion of other diga
tributors. No matter who is concerned,
the personal equation eounts every time and
thase who have the higgest volume of busi-
ness to offer will reeeive the greatest con-
sideration. A merchant must work on that
prineiple, Westralian Farmers Limited
are tractor distributors, A farmer with
an exceptionally pood woul elip could tell
that firm he wanted a tractor and they

“might reply that there were o lot of appli-

cants ahead of him. #e could then say,
“*1f 1 do not get a tractor, you do not get
my business.’’ That would place any dis-
tributor in a diffievlt position, and it must
he realised that they want to avoid being
foreed into an awkward situation.

It seems that the merchants are keen on
having evntrol over the few tractors that
are coming forward, and yet they are con-
tent with the present mode of distribution.
If that is so, why do they wish to bring
troultle on their own shoulders? 1 believe
they want control of the husiness in arder
to sutt their best clients. This House would
be failing in its duty to the producers, who
cultivate the wealth that is exported and on
which the country depends to find the money
for outside purchases and the interest on
money borrowed in the past, if it did not
agree to this control. It would be a retro-
mrade step if this House were not to agree
to that part of the measure dealing with
the contrel of tractors.

T do not know that it would not be bet-
ter to leave the control of wire and wire
netting in the hands of the merchants, but
for three days of each week I have bern
in the traetor department with reference
to traetor releases, and I say that traetors
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should be controlled. I have taken up many
cases where men have had tractors too
small for the work they had.to du. They
have been allocated tractors oo the under-
standing that they would allow the depart-
ment to recommend buyers for the smaller
machines that they wished to replace. That
would not work out with private distribu-
tors, who would not go to all that trouble.
I urge the House to agree to the measure.
We should not lose sight of the faet that
tractors must be controlled in order that
those most deserving may be able to obtain
them.

HON. H. A. C. DAFFEN (Central)
[9-28): I propose to support the Bill. If
it had not included the control of motor
vehicles and fencing wire, I think there
would hgve been little opposition to 1t. |
have recently had opportunity of inguiring
of many farmers their attitude towards
{ractor control. While I have met many
who had mot an opinion either way, many
others were in favour of the control, par-
ticularly those who desired to secure trae-
tors. 1 did not mect ane who was opposed
to the control.

One of the main reasons for the desire to
continue the eontrol is the confidence that
the farmers have come to feel in the present
Controller, Mr. Linton. They have complete
confidence in his ability to size up cach case
and deeide if on its merits. 1t would not do
the tractor distributors the slightest harm
if the control werve continued for another
year.

ITon, J. A. Dimmitt: Not eontinued, re-
instated,

Hon. H. A. C. DAFFEXN: That 1s not

altogether correct because at present it is
still being eontinued, even if without autho-
rity. The purpose was to continue traetor
control as we knew it and it is in the inter-
ests of the farmers that it should be con-
tinued. Like many other people at present
I am opposed to conbrols in prineiple, but
I think in this case an exceptlon is war-
ranted. The matter of policy which was
being disenssed just now,.is one which is
not often brought up in this House. I do not
hesitate to say that in my view the Liberal
poliey is an overall poliey for the good of
cverybody and, while it might sound at Ehe
moment as though I am speaking against
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the interests of supporters of the Liberal
Party, I think, at the present time, there
are some 20 or 30 tractor distributors on
the one hand and some thousands of farm-
ers, who may be affected, on the other. A
fair assessment of the position is that the
farmers’ interests in this ease should pre-
vail and that is the sole reason why I ain
expressing myself in these terms,

1 intend to vote for the second reading of
the Bill hoping that the portion relating to
motorears, and perhaps fencing materials,
will be amended or altered. I do not see
any partienlar harm in continuing the con-
trol of motorcars where it has already been
undertaken by the Commonwenith, but 1
take it the idea is to earry on only for a
peviod if the Commonwealth relinguishes
control. Of course, there is no certainty
that the Commonwealth is going to do that.
Regarding other vehicles, which may he
brought under controi, such as trucks over
one ten capaeity and small motforcars, I
am very moch against it and I trust that
we may be able to have that particular pro-
viston deleted from the Bill.

With regard to fencing materials, includ-
ing wire netting, I find T am still unable
to make up my mind. The system which
has been followed for so long with regard
to thiz commodity is that farmers have been
given to understand that they receive their
orders according to priority of applieation
and perhaps that may be the best course to
follow if the Government takes over con-
trol. I will listen with interest to the Alin-
ister’s reply when he deals with that aspect
and I intend to support the Bill.

I

" HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central) 19.33]:
I rise to support the second reading of the
Bill. I do so because as s representative
of a rather large agricultural area, T feel
I should support the interests of my
people. We have received a letter from 12
merchants in the eity asking us to oppose
the control but the agents of these mer-
chants in the country are asking for it to be
supported. In that case somebody must be
oug of gear with somebody else, Not only the
outside agents, but the farmers themselves
are in suppor{ of the control.

In the conrse of his speech, Mr, Hearn
mentioned that some farmers stated they
did not want control. I am mnot surprised
at that. Apparently those particular
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farmers have tractors and want others in the
near future, If tractors ave controlled such
men will not have any chance of getting
thern but if the distribution is thrown back
on the merchants, these farmers would have
a good chance of being ahle to secure further
tractors. That is why they do not want eon-
trol. The men who bave been baitling along
and still want tractors are quite prepared to
leave it in the bands of Mr, Linton. T admit
that in the past Mr. Linton may have made
a few mistakes, but he has done an execellent
Jjob, Mr. Hearn also mentioned that conirol
is opposed to Liberal policy and the poliey
of the Government. I consider it more to the
honour of the Governwment if having made
a mistake it can go back and reetify that
error.
Hon. H. Hearn: It will,

Mon. L. A. LOGAN: The Government’s
policy today is that it will release control
when and where possible, and at the pre-
sent time it is not advisable to release the
eontrol of tractors or of motor vehicles, In
my op:inion the fizures given hy Mr. Hearn
prove that the control of the motor indus-
try has been of benefit to the country areas,
which is as it should bhe. In the city there
are trams, buses, railways and evervthing
else to provide tramsport, but country
" people must rely on motor transport only.
I venture to say that if the eontrol had been
lifted, probably less than half of those
motor vehicles wounld have gone to the
couniry and this would have meant a loss
of production.

Fencing wire, which has not been con-
trolled, is distributed by three different
methods, the first of which is by priority.
The trouble there is that a man may have
been waiting for three years for his wire
and mayhe be is on the top of the priority
list, yet when the wire comes along—if it
is under conirol—he may not get it. I
know a man who last year had seven miles
of his best fencing desiroyed by fire but
under the present system of allocation he
connot get o priority, The second system is
by allocation, A man may have an appli-
cation with a firm for a dozen rolls of wire
but if a dozen rolls arrive, the merchant
distributes one each lo the first twelve on
the list. The point about that is that one
man may have been waiting for three years
and another man may have been waiting
for three months, Irrespective of need, the
man who has been waiting for only three

[COUNCIL.]

months is supplied as quickly as the man
who has been wailing for three years, The
third system is by preferenee to clients, and
there is no need to mention very much
about that.

The supply of agricultural machiuery,
which has not been under conirol, has been
far from satisfactory as far as the farmers
are c¢oncerned and I consider the Govern-
ment has acted wisely in endeavouring to
control the distribution for at least 12
months, T have spoken against controls and
regulations wherever I thought necessary,
but every case must he considered on its
merits, T believe the only thinz we can
do is to back the Government up hecause
it is endeavouring to do a good job. I

support the second reading.
-

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE {(Hon (i. B. Wood--Fast
—in reply) [9.37]: I find myself in the
position of having very little o reply to
ag only four members have spoken nwninst
the Bill. I have never known a Bill to
create so much energy and venum--that
may not he quite the word- hut, in my
opinion, after 13 years in this House, 1
cannot ever rememher a second reading
speech being the subject of so much inter-
ruption by interjections. T connted the
interjections during my speech and 5% of
them were recorded by “Hansard.”

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Tou did your share.

The MONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: And there were many
more interjections which “Hansard” conld

not record. T mention that to show how
the whips mnst have ecracked over city
members.

Hon. H. K. Watson: You have had the
whips cracking today.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No, I have not. This
Bill was introduced by the Government
without reference to anybody.

Hon. H. L. Roche: The big business in-
terests do not like it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: After the introductior
of the Bill was made public I received u
communication from the Farmers’ Union
telling me what that body thought about it
as the subject had been discussed at an
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executive meeting a month or two before.
Since then members have received a long
letter from the union which I do not pro-
pose to read. However, T received a letter
from the Narrembeen Road Board which is
as follows:—

At the last meeting of the board a resolution

was passed commending you for taking over
contral of fencing wire,

The bonrd requests you to give consideration
for a high priority for asupplies of wire to
settlers in the eastern district, who are suffer-
ing from the depredations of emus.

When writing that letter, the board did not
realise that there was such a place as the
Legislative Council and they did not know
that T have not, as yet, the desired eontrol
over fencing wire. Members know that I
have frequently mentioned the position of
farmers who are suffering from the de-
predations of emus, and I say definitely
that these farmers have not had a fair go
from the merchants.

TTon. L. Craig: And if there is control,
they will?

The HONORARY MIXTISTER FOR
AGRICUVLTURE: T did not get much con-
sideration on the second reading, but I hope
that this time my remarks will be uninter-
rapted. I do not intend to speak at any
length because 1 know the Bill will be
passed as very few argnments have been
put up against it. Most of those argnments,
in faet all of them, were against control
and acainst the policy of the Government.
During the poliecy speech of the present
Government and during the speeches on the
recent Referendum, I did not hear one sug-
zestion that all eontrols would be lifted. We
definitely said that we would use price con-
trol, and if possible take over certain eon-
trols from the Commonwealth.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You said it in such
a way that the people believed you.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Dimmitt said that
when he spoke ot the recent Legislative
Couneil elections he was against all con-
trols. That is his business.

Ton. J. A. Dimmitt: No.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE : I said it is not Govern-
ment policy, pacie-larly at this stage, to
lift all controls
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Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: I did not say thar,
and *Hansard” ean prove it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I thought the hon. mem-
ber did. Mr. Dimmitt said that he was dis-
appointed to hear the slighting references
made by the Honorary Minister to the
distributors of traetors and their country
agents. Mr. Hearn talked about my blatant
references. That is not true. I made no
slighting references at all about anybody
and I intend to read a few extraets of what
I did say so that members may judge for
themselves. T said—

At the moment they are not eontrolled and
the Government apprecintes the action of dis-
tributors in honouring what ha¢* been dome.
The reference there is to the fact that the
distribators are honouring the eontrol as
if it were stil] imposed. Again I said—

I Ao not for one moment think that distri-

butors would be willingly unfair but I do not
think they are in a position to exercise control.

Further on I said this—

I do not believe that the principals of firms
would countenance that sort of thing, but the
business is done through their sales managers.
I also stated—

I do not think the distribntors as a whole
—that is to say the prineipals—would be ocut
to do anything but 5 fair thing, but the prin-
cipals of these busincsses do not attend to
these matters. They are left to other people.
I am not going to say they are all dishonest
or careless, I do not suggest that for a
moment, But it is onmly natural that their
friends will receive a better deal than other
people,

Mr., Baxter elaborated on that statement,
and that is still my opinion, I made no re-
flection on the distributors or their agents
and said they had done the best they eould.
Mr. Dimmitt said—

I am sorry that T apparently have not made

it clear that these firms have a very high
gtandard of ethies,

I interjected by saying— -

We admit that.
Mr. Dimmitt then went on to say—

Quite apart from the observation of ethical
standards, it pays the firms to do so.

I again interjected—
No-one said anything to the contrary,

The happiest relations exist between the
Agricultural Department, myself and the
firms, and I am not going to have anybody
in this House making a suggestion that these
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happy velationships will not continue.
Some firms supply the Agricultural Depart-
ment with machinery and I have been happy
to assist some of them in regard to the
supply of materials and other things.

I am stating that Dbecause some of the
firms may read the remarks of Mr. Dimmitt
and Mr. Hearn, but I think I have proved
my ease, Mr. Dimmitt said that there was
little evidenee of complaints about the dis-
tribution of wire, Mr. Dimmitt does not
know as much about the position as I do.
There have been numerous complaints, Mr.
Hearn referred to the wire that went to Mr.
Roche'’s province. I do not say that that was
not so—but did the right people get it? Mr.
Hearn did nog tell the full story, but only
part of it. I have some facts and figures
about that, and I know whe got the wire.

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt: You know who has
been getting it during the last five months.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Who got it?

Hon. J, A, Dimmitt: The Government of
TWestern Australia.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: For whom did it get the
wire? Was it not for the soldiers? Are
not returned soldiers entitled to the wire?

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Of course they are,
but I wanted to remind you who got the
wire,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mvr. Watson said that
the distribution was on the basis of priority
of orders and not on the ground of need at
all. Because a man happened to have placed
an order three years ago, should he get the
wire before a new settler in the emu country
or where the rabbits are thickest? I claim
that all sueh cases should be judged accord-
ing to the needs of the settlers concerned.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You know the percen-
tage that th§*Government got.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE : Mention was made about
My, Chamberlain and the tractors that
would be available, I know Mr. Cham-
berlain and often go to his factory, Mr.
Chamberlain bas informed me when we will
get tractors, and I do not think we will ob-
tain any before the end of the year. After
that, we may be getting so many each day
and most decidedly the Government should
take conirol of the position until it is un-

[COUNCIL.]

necessary for that to he done, T had intended
saying a lot more in reply to the debate, but
as the hour is so late I shall refrain from
doing so,

I feel T most refer to some remarks by
Sir Charles Latham. I am sorry he is not
present, but I shall draw his attention to the
report in “Hansard” of what I propose to
say. Sir Charles suggested that the Minis-
ter should not be allowed to delegate his
powers to someone else.  What position
would the Minister be in if he were not able
to delegate his powers to some official? From
my office window I can see a stream of
peaple =oing down to interview Mr. Lin-
ton with the ohjeet of getting fractors. I
would not like that stream to be diverted
to my office, In the circumstances, I cer-
tainly trust that when the Bill is passed
the Minister will be able to delegate his
powers, as snggested, and that the officer
to whom the powers will be so delegated
shall he in full control, withont need for
refervence to the Minister. A man bas come
to me and asked me to order Mr. Linton to
provide him with a tractor, but I have re-
plied that I would not do so; that Mr. Lin-
ton had all the faets and I had not,

Then again, Sir Charles Latham also said
there was no provision in the Bill for the
appropriation of money for the payment of
the salavies of the officers concerned. No
such provision is required in the Bill be-
caunse the necessary appropriation is al-
ready in the hands of the Agrienltural De-
partment for the payment in question. As
a matter of faet, the only extra expense
involved will be half the salary paid te Mr.
Linton. The most amazing statement made
by Sir Charles was that this House in-
tended to allow the Minister to have so
much power. He suggested that the Minis-
ter would take power away from Parlia-
ment itself and asked why it should not be
done by regulation. That was an amazing
suggestion by Sir Charles Latham, We have
heard a lot recently about government by
regulation. Why should not the House put
in the Bill what they want the Minister
to do, and place a maximum upon his
powers?

“Hon. L. A. Logan: That is where we

want it.
The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The maximum powers

that the Minister can wield should be pro-
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vided in the Bill. Whether the Minister
would find it necessary to wield those
powers, I do not know. Why not adopt
the course I suggest? As a matter of faect,
I intend to agree to some of the amend-
ments that appear on the nolice paper, and
there are plenty of them. For instance, I
intend to agree that the eontrol of motor-
cars of uader 12 horse power shall not he
brought within the secope of the Bill. That
was not intended; it was done by order of
the Minister. As members will observe,
there are a great number of amendments,
bui one important one was overlooked. The
Title has not been touched. It was not in-
tended that the Government should exer-
cise some of the controls referred to.
Cabinet, for instance, came to its decision
with regard to wire netting. We do not
intend to exercise eonfrol in that respect
unless it should be found absolutely neces-
sary.

When I spoke before, I told the House
that the closest collaboration and eo-opera-
tion had existed between the Government,
the Controller and the distributors. There
have heen definite undertakings honoured
between them, and I have given an assur-
ance that there will be a conference be-
tween the Attorney General, the distribu-
tors and myself to discuss all these matters.
I urge the House to incorporate in the Bill
the bighest powers that they desire the
Minister to wield. As & mentioned before,
I shall agree to some of the amendments
proposed, but I shall have to oppose others,
Surely it is better to deal with these mat-
ters as I suggest rather than do it by regu-
lation. Nothing conld be fairer, and every
member knows that is =o.

I was sorry to hear the slighting refer-
ences to the Government by Mr. Hearn.
In fact, I am surprised he sought the en-
dorsement of the Liberal Party when he
stood for election. He knew what the Gov-
ernment was and he had had 12 months’
experienee of it prior to his election to
this Chamber. T am sick and tired of hear-
ing these city members lay down the law.
Is it to he 12 merchants that will prevail
as against 12,000 farmers? Are those 12
to gavern the country?

Hon. E. M. Davies: And contral it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Are 12 distribotors,

through their representatives in this House,
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lo be in power as against the representa-
tives of 12,000 farmers? I claim that
surely the representatives of that pumber
of farmers should have some say, As I
sald during my second reading speech, if
I thought that this measure would preveat
distributors from effecting the sale of one
tractor, or if it interfered with their busi-
ness, I would not be enthusiastic about the
legislation. It will certainly not bring one
additional tractor here, nor will it prevent
the sale of a tractor.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The distributors can-
not sell what they have not got.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Of course not. The argu-
ment raised was silly. We heard Mr. Dim-
mitt spesk about goodwill, Today good
will is represented by dividends, and pro-
fits constitute goodwill as well, The other
day a man eame to me and said he wanted
to pet a tractor from Mr. Linton. He said
that if he could not get one, he would not
cut 2,000 tons of hay. He said that if he
did uvot get the tractor from Mr. Linton,
he would go down and see the manager of
the distributing firm. If that sort of thing
is going to happen, what chance has the
man at Mukinbudin who also wants a trac-
tor? I would not blame the firm if it made
the tractor available. What position would
the manager of that firm be in if he de-
prived the shareholders of the profits to
be derived from 2,000 tons of hay that
would he handled if the tractor were made
available? It might mean £2,000 or £3,000
to the firm,

T do not know that nny business manager
would like to bre placed in the position of
having to say to his directors or share-
holders, ‘‘I lost that man’s trade beecause
I did not give him a tractor.” As Mr. Bax-
ter said, it i1s only natural that the manager
would laok after his firm’s interests. Prob-
ably, i’ I were in his position, I would let
the man have the tractor, XMembers would
act that way it they were in a similar posi-
tion themselves. To say that, is not to make
a sligating refereuce to merchants; it is
Just a matter of business. The trouble is
that the unfortunate man who has not the
hay tp euf or wants a tractor and canneot
pey cash for it, will not be in a position
to get one. 1 shall cay no more at this
stage because I will have a further oppor-
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tunity when the Bill is considered in Com-
mittee,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. oo 17
Norg 10
Majority for . 7
AYES,
Hon. (. F. Baxter Hon. A. L, Loton
Iion. G. Benneits Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon, H. A, C. Daffen Hon. H. 8. W. Tarker
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H, L, Roche
Hon. G. Frager Hon. 0. H. Simpsacn
Hon 8ir Frank Gibson Hon. A, Thomson
Hon, B. H. Gray Hon., G. B. Weod
Hon, E, M. Heensn Hon. R. J. TRavlen
Hon. L. A. Logan (Teller.)
Noks,
Hon. L. Craig Hon. J. G. Hislep
Hon. J. M. Cunningham Hon., G. W. Miles
Hon. R. M, Forrest Hen., H. Tuckey
Hon, W. R. Hsll Hon, H. K. Watson
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. J. A. Dimmitt
(Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitice,

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honerary Minister for Agriewdture in
charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 to 3—agreed to,

(Clause 4—Transition:

Hon. H, K, WATSON: 1 shall vote
against the clause, Members have been
given no indieation as to what are the
orders and regulations that are mentioned.
The Minister has assured the House that
the Bill is more in the nature of an enabling
measure snd that the Government, at its dis-
cretion, will institute controls, If the clause
. passed, however, one order—and there
may be more—which will be aatomatieally
adopted and have the toree of law, is the
order relating to tractors. T ask the Minis-
ter not to press the c¢lanse, because im-
mediately this measure is assented to the
Minister ean, either by regulation or order,
institute such controls as he may comsicer
necessary,

The HONOQRARY JMINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am surprised that M.
Watson should desire this eclause to be
struck out. I ennsulted the Solicitor Gen-
orn] on the matter and thiz is what he has
advized me upon the effect of the deletion
of Clauses 4 and 5—

[COUNCIL]

If these clauges are deleted there will be
no ratification of the allocation of tractors
and vehicles during the. interim period of when
the Commonwealth Government relinquished
control and the date, if the Bill is agreed to,
wlhien the State mnkes the first order.

Furthermore, the action taken by the offi-
cers concerned, in allocating vehicles, will be
open to challenge and could quite conerivably
be the subject of a lawspit. There would he
no authority to pay these officers the snlary
they are entitled te, as they have earried on
undey Ministerial instruetion which the Govern-
ment, unless the action is subsequently ap-
proved by appropriate Statute, has no power
to do, Admittedly the Government could make
an ex gratia payment to recoup the officera’
salary but that would not overvome the legal
difficulty.

The important point, however, if these
clauses are not agreed to, is this: It would
leave the door wide open for abuse, distribu-
tors could ante-date sales and say that the
vehicle was sold during the interim period, and
if there was no legal control during this period
there would be no.obligation to apprise the
controlling officer of wvehivles which had heen
allotted,

Regarding ‘‘orders,”’ there is no difference
between controlling the alloeation of a tractor
or the building of a home. The previsions of
tho Bill are on all fours with the praetice
embodied under the Federal Aect, except that
the provisions of the Bill will be ndministered
in this State by a State Minister, who should
have some discretionary powers in such a simple
matter without the need for evolving cumber-
some regulations, and after all he is respunsible
to Parliament.

I submit the elause should remain. The
point is covered entirely by Clanse 7. I
have already indicated that I will agree to
some amentments; hut in view of the Soli-
citor General's roling and the invidious
position in which distributors and others
would be placed, the Committee should pass
the clause.

Hon, H. K. WATSON: What the Min-
ister has just said does not square with the
assuranee he gave to members that the pas-
sage of lhe Bill would not of itselt bring
controls into existence.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Dors any member think
the Government wbuld do semething which
Parliament says it should pot do? The
Minister may not exercise all the powers
vested in him under the Bill. T am rather
sorry I did not bring with me a Cabinet
minute which definitely sets out what we in-
tended not to do. If the Committee so de-
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sires, jt can hamstring the Minister by the
Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Clause b—agreed to,
(Clause 6—Interpretation:

Hon. HA K, WATSON: I
amendment—

That in the definition of ‘‘motor vehicle!!
the words ‘‘includes & motor ear, motor omnui-
Irus, motor wagon, omnibus, trailer and semi-
trailer as respectively defined in the Second
Schedule to the Traffic Aet, 1918-1947,’ he
struck out and the words ‘‘means a motor ear
of over twelve horsepower or a motor truck of a
lu‘:-apacity not exceeding ome ton’’ inserted in
ieu,

move  an

If the amendment is agreed to, it means
that the Bill would give control over motor
vehicles of the same class as are at present
controlled today under the Commonwealth
regulations. I dealt with the point at length
when speaking to the second reading and
shal] not repeat what I then said.

The HONORARY WMINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I agree to the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed,
Hon, H. K. WATSOXN:

amendmeni—

That the definition of ‘‘order’’ be struck
out.

I move an

The amendment really hinges on an amend-
ment of which Mr. Hearn has given notice,
He desires in Clause 7 to substitute “regu-
lations” for “orders,” Could the Committee
treat my amendment as consequential on
the way in which Clause 7 is decided?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: If Mr. Hearn’s amend-
ment is carried, we should recommit the
Bill, to consider the word “order” in
Clause 6.

The CHAIRMAN: We eannot go back
withont recommittal.

Hon, H. K. WATS0N: I think the Min-
ister's suggestion is a good one, and I ask
leave to withdrow my amendment for the
time being.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: 1
amendment—

That at the end of the definition of ‘‘trac-
tor’’ the following words he added:—*‘but

move an
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does not include a tractor imported or manu-
factured for industrial use or a tractor of
sixty horsepower or over.’’

The implication in paragraph (3) of the
First Schedule is that the regulation is con-
fined to agrieultural tractors. Mr. Hall said
last night that tractors are unsed for other
than agricultural purposes. Road boards
in the country districts and the metropoli-
tan area use them, and, in addition, the
heavy crawler tractor of more than 60 horse
power is essentially an industrial unit.
There is no reason why industrial tractors
should be included.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I oppose the amend-
ment. Most of the debate has centred

around agricultural tractors, but many of
them are required for elearing in connec-
tion with soldier setilement. There shounld,
therefore, bhe some direction over those
tractors. They are now controlled by the
Publir Works Department, and not by Mr,
Linton. For 12 months it is desirable that
all tractors shotld be subject io a degree of
control, Last night Mr. Hall said that some
rand boards eould not get emongh tractora.
The fact remains that the machines are not
avajlable. All road boards should be agree-
able to allowing tractors to be used to clear
land in order to settle soldiers.

Hon. I.. CRAIG: I hope the amendment
will be agreed to. If it is not, agriculture
is not going to get many erawler tractors.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture.
I do pot expect it to.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It will not get them,
anyhow.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Public Works De-
partment is controlling them today, and it
is now demanding the smaller types. The
timber industry and other industrial con-
cerns will get all the erawler traetors. Ef-
forts sre leing made to see that all the
crawler type tractors coming fo Australia
shall be of the larger sort. It is elaimed
that tha farming community should be satis-
fled with wheel traclors.

Hon. A. L. Loton: They are not suitable
for some areas.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is the point. The
agrirultural industry will not get crawler
tractors as long as they are under control.
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Hon. 1. L. ROCHE: Tt is most impor-
fant that the heavy type crawler tractors
shonld be retained under centrol. They have
heen controlled until just recently. Mr.
Craig's snggestion is that a Government de-
partment would get the lot.

ITon. L. Craig: I did not say that.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: I do not know who
else would get them. The hon. member said
the farmers would not. Quite a number of
private individuals have heavy crawler trac-
tors, and they are using them as bulldozers.
A vory limited number of these machines i3
likely to eome into the country in the next
12 months, 1t is vital in the heavily tim-
hered areas that plant of this kind be made
available to the farmers for the clearing
of land and dam sinking, The day has
passed when we can get men to take on
clearing under the old metheds. It has to
be done by machinery. If the control is
lifted, individual farmers, or syndicates of
farmers, will not get one of these £4,000 or
£€5,000 machines because they would buy
only one in a lifetime. Firms such as
Millars and Bunnings must of necessity
have first call if there is no control. It is
only commonsense.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 7—Power of Minister to make
orders:

Hon.
ment—

That in lines 1 and 2 of Subelanse (1} the
words ‘“Bubject to Subsections (5) and (6) of
this section, the Minister may, by order, make
provision for’’ be struck out and the words,
**The Governor may make regulations pro-
viding for™’ inserted in lien.

H. HEARN: T move an amend-

The ilea is to give Parliament a chanee to
Mlow or disallow any work done by the
Minister wnider the measure.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRTCTLTURE: Under the Bill the Gov-
ernor may make regulations to give effect
to it. T was smrirised at the snpport given
by Mr. Hearn and Sir Charles Latham to
vovernment hy requlation.  Surely we have
heard enough aboug the Government want-
inT {0 run the show hy vegulation. Let us
deal with the measure now and not have
to dn it again in a couple of weeks ufter
regnlations are placed on the Table. et us

[COUNCIL.]

decide now what the Minister may or may
not do,

Hon. H. K. WATSOX: I agree with all
the Honorary Minister says about movern-
ment by regulation, but this clause poes
one step further to the bad in that it pro-
vides for government by orders over which
we would have no jurisdietion. The pro-
posal is that instead of giving the Govern-
ment power to make such orders, it shall
make regulations and thereby reserve to
members the right of disallowing them if
they think fit. I hope the amendment will
be agreed to.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It is for the Committee
to say what the Minister can do.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Not if he makes an
order.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOi
AGRICULTURE: We can say that there
is to be no order in connection with motor-
cars under 12 horsepower. If members de-
sive, they can preclude the Ministey from
making an order as to wire.

Hon. T, A. LOGAX: Only last week we
fouzht tooth and nail the question of gov-
ernment by regulation. We seem now to he
somersaulting. I shall stick to the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRTICULTURE: We have agreed to the
inclusion of new tractors, The Committee
has defined what the Minister ¢an order to
he done. If members want to exclude new
feneing materials, they ean do so, but 1
hope thev will not. Tt is in their hands to
say what the Minister ean order to he done.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: If the House ecan
define what the Minister can do, it mmst
cnumerate all the aets he may do and vet
may overleok some that he may not do. T
do not want to oppose the Honorary Min-
ister, but if the proecdure is to he by way
of regulation, at least thosr rvesulntions
must come hefore the House and to thnt ex-
tent there is some control. This i= n prin-
ciple that has heen argued hefore. If we
Teave the Bill as printed, the matter will
proceed by order of the Minister aund the
Honse no longer has any ennfrel. T ean-
not see why the Honorary Minister shonld
he sn adamant about the amendment, if T
correctly interpret the position. Regula-
tions would he preferable to leaving it so
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that the Government will proeced with the
work by Order-in-Couneil.

The HONORARY MINTSTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am afraid that MY

Roche does not quite wnderstand what the
powers of the Minister are, The Bill defi-
nitely states what he can do.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am soiry the
Honorary Minister is adamant on this par-
ticular point. Under the Bill we arve lay-
ing down a new order, if I may use the
term., We are establishing a prineiple that
in future instead of regulations being pro-
vided we are approving of something
which, once passed by the House,. cannot
he altered. If an Act is passed, it is within
the provinee of any private member, if he
can get sufficient supporters, to alter it by
bringing an amending Bill before the
House.

Hon, L, A. Logan: That is government
by Parliament and net by regulation,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, If we are
going to lay down just exactly what the
Minister may do, I am afraid future Bills
will be very bulky, If it is done by regu-
lationg, at least the House has an oppor-
tunity of examining them and if members
disapprove of them, they are disallowed. I
urge the Honorary Minister to reconsider
the amendment, The point is that the
Minister has power to delegate his authority
to someone who issnes an order and we are
in effect handing over, or giving away, the
rights which we have at the moment. I
think the Honorary Minister should rvecon-
sider the matter or veport progress,

The IONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICTLTURE: There is nothing in the
Bill to say that the Minister shall delegate
power to someone else to make an order.
The Minister makes the order hut delemates
authority to someone else to carry it out.

Hon. 1. K, Watson: Look at Clause 10.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: I have alrendy told the
Committee that if any econtrolz ean he re-
moved, it is within the power of the Minis-
ter to revoke them, wherras Parliament
may not be sitting at the time. Somebody
said that the Minister might make ovders
for all sorts of things hut the Bill defi-
nitely states what the Minister ean dn. T
have no ohjection to veporting progress at
this stage if members want to, gel more in-
formation abount the Bill,
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Hon. G. Fraser: They do not want any
further information.

The TIONORARY MIXNISTER FOR
AQRICULTURE: T should not think they
would, but if the Committee wishes to re-
port progress I will be quite happy to do
80.

Hen, L. CRAIG: Let us determine what
power we have given the Minister. Under
the clause the Minister can, by an Order-
in-Council, say that certain things shall be
controlled, Provision ¢an be made for pro-
hibiting the storage of any vehieles in a gar-
age or warehouse and the distributor im-
mediately becomes the coniroller. He con-
trols fully the storage, the use and the dis-
tribution of such vehicles, Tt is not a ques-
tion of distribution at all. That is a minor
function. If we are going to allow su~h ex-
tensive powers, it should be doune by regu-
lation, so that, if necessary, Parliament can
say, “This is an unjust power and we are
going to take it away from you.” However,
if it is left as an order, Parliament will have
ng power.

The HONORARY. MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Craig says this
should be done by regulation, If the Com-
mittee wishes, it can take the power out of
this Bill now, If membeys want eontrol by
regulalion, then they can determine what
they want and insert it in the Bill,

Hon. H. K, WATSON: T feel that the Hon-
orary Minister is not fully seized with the
point which My, Thomson elearly explained
with eonsiderable foree. The Minister has
power to itake an order, revoke it, and
make n fresh order. Under Clause 10 the
Minister hag power to delegate his authority
to make an order to some offieer. Tt is all
very well to say the power is in the Bill as
to what the order may provide, but members
wil] sec from the First, Second and Third
Sehedules, the first pro forma orders which
it is intended to make,

The Committee should bear in mind that
although they are the first pro forma or-
ders, after the Bill has heen passed they
may by revoked at any time and some fresh
orders proelaimed in liew. Members will see
that taere iz scope in those schedules for
provisions whi*h may he dangerous and
which may De injurious to a farmer. As to
the pledges or morizages mentioned on page
5 of the Bill, T must eonfess that if a pledge
or a mortgage over a machine does nof in-
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clude the power to sell, it virtually heeomes
a worthless pledge oy mortgage and that
partienlar provision seems one worthy of
consideration. There may bhe many other
points in the remaining schedules which I
submit should be put up in the form of re-
gulationy for consideration by this House
and not in the form of an order entirely
heyand the view and jurisdietion of this
House.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICTLTURE: I oppose the amend-
ment, If the House in its wisdom wants
refulations, I shall abide by its decision. T
do not think it is desirable to have regula-
tions beeause I think the position is fully
covered as it is. Mention has been made of
delegation of powers, The Minister cannot
do these things without delegating power to
effest them.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 13
Majority against 3
AYES.
Hon, J. M. Cunningham | Hon. @, W, Miles
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon, H. L. Roche
HAon. W. R. Hall Hon, A. Thomeon
Hon, H, Hearn Hen. H. K. Watsen
Hon. A. L. Loton Hon, L, Craig
(Teller)
Nora.
Han, (. F. Raxter Hon, E, M, Hoenan
Hon. G. Benneits Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon, H. A. C. Daffen Hon. €, H. Simpson
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H, Tuckey
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon Sir Frank Gibson Hon. R. J. Boylen
Hon. E, H, Gray (Teller.)
PAIR.

AYE,

Na.
Hon, J. G. Hislep I Hon. H. 8. W. Parker

Amencdment thus negatived,

Hon. H. HEARN: Bowing to superior
numbers, T do not intend to proeeced with
the remainder of the amendments of which
I have given notice,

Hon, R. M. FORREST: I
amendment -

That in line 3 of paragraph (a), the words
¢fand new fencing materials?’ he struck out,

move an

I ennnot sre why the Government should
wish to control fencing materials. Eany
in the war the Commonwealth assumed eon-
trol, but found that the scheme was unwork-
able and handed hack control to the distri-
butors. Saome of the stations in the North

[COUNCIL.]

have 500 to 1,000 miles of fencing, and the
depreciation in those parts is far greater
than in the South, The North is subject
to willy-willies, which often "destroy hun-
dreds of miles of fenving, Very little fene-
ing material has gone to the North-West
in the last few years. If control were in-
stituted by the Government, I thiok it
would get most of the fencing materials
and there would be wvery little left for
private people. Why the Government
should wish to bring in & new contro] is
heyond my ecomprehension,

The ITONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I oppose the amend-
ment. [ coosider that the hon. member

really spoke against his proposal when he
stated thal no material had gome to the
North-West, This would indicate that the
distributors had not considered those whose
needs were greatest, The North-West
urgently requires foneing materials and, if
they were under control, that part of the
State would receive consideration. I do not
think that the Government would take all
the feneing materials at the expense of
private users. Such materials may be re-
guired for the research station in Kimber-
ley. We were refused materials for that
station, and surely the hon. member would
not say that was right. The Government
would also need supplies for ex-Servicemen.
Cabinet decided that the order would not
be exercised unnless the distributors failed to
do the job satisfactorily. There should be
provision for control for at least 12 months.

Hon, L. CRAIG: I support the amend-
ment, The Government would experience
tremendons diffienlty in dealing with the
enormous number of applications for fene-
ing materials. These materials have not
heen controlled, and the fact of their being
inclnded in the Bill hns anfagonised people
more than anything else, T think the dis-
tribution hus been satisfactory; apparently
there has been no substantial ecomplaint. I
do not suppose there is a farmer in the
State who has not lodaed an order for ma-
terial of some sort, I know of an order
for 600 miles of netting, and thousands of
miles of fencing materials are required as
wall as steel posts running into millions.
The delivery of these matcrials is arranged
on g priority basis. There is something to
be said for that. The business is se huge
that no one man, unless he had a Inrge staff,
could eope with the applications and eon-
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gider the need:. of the various applicants.
The present method of distribution is fair.
I myself wanted a huge quantity of netting,
and after a year I got five coils for the
erection of sheepyards on a station, I am
the sole director of the comyany that sold
me the netting, but I did not receive pre-
ferential treatment over other customers.

Hon. G. FRASER: I oppose the amend-
ment for the reasons advanced by Mr. For-
rest and Mr. Craig. Mv. Forrest told us
that his portion of the State has not had
any fencing wire for years,

Hon., R. M. Forrest: I said very little,

Hon. G. FRASER: The reasen is that
the wire has not been controlled. I also
oppose the suggestion that the wire shounld
he distributed according to priority. The
method to be adopted should be to distri-
bute it to those most in need.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: How wonld you
find that out?

Hon, L. Craig: It is utterly impossible,

Hon, G. FRASER: Would the hon. mem-
ber suggest that because someone made an
application for a house ten years ago he
should get it even though some other person
were in greater need of it?

Hon. A. Thomson: Yes, why not?

Hon. G. FRASER: If he were living in
a house, should he be given preference over
someone living on a back verandah or in a
caravan?t

Hon. A. THOMBON ; Could the Minister
give the Committee an assurance that if this
provision remained in the Bill it would en-
sure a greater supply of feneing material?
What would it cost to import fencing mate-
rial from Great Britain?

Hon. L. Craig: About four times as
much.

Hon. A. THOMSON : What would it cost
to import it from Belgium?
steel from Belgium hefore the war. TIf
fencing material is to be controlled, it will
mean an inerease in the nomber of persons
to he emploved in the department. The
supply is held up hecause the realininers
and steelworkers in the Eastern States ave
not producing as they shonld be. Even so,
there is the difficulty of obtaining shipping
space. I hope the Committee will agree
to the amendment,

We imported .
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Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I thick Mr. Thom-
son must cherish the illusion that we are
depending upon Eastern States manufac-
turers for wire netting, but we have been
entirelv dependent for our supplies on the
loeal manufacturers. A question was asked
about English and Belgian wire. Some
time ago I had English wire quoted at £100
a ton. T do not know what the price of
Australinn wire is today, but at that time
it wag nbout £23 a ton.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: It is more than that.

Ion. H. I. ROCHE: I could not say
what it is now. I ordered a limited amount
of English wire, and was subsequently told
there was none available but that I could
have Belgian wire at £120 a ton. That was
more than I was prepuared to pay. 1 de not
snggest that if this amendment is defeated
and the provision remains as printed, any
more wire will be produced, but there will
be a better check on distribution. To some
extent I agree with Mr, Fraser that Mr.
Forrest and Mr. Craig made out a strong
case in favour of the provision in the Bill.
On the face of things, the giving of priority
in accordance with the date on which orders
are placed cannot work out equitably, be-
cause more urgent cases arise subsequently.
Under that provision, the man who has had
his order in for the longest time receives
consideration. I do not think it is the Gov-
ernment’s intention to continue this control
longer than it must. The Bill itself pro-
vides for a period of only 12 months. If
the Government is going to build up that
big staff of which Mr. Thomson is afraid, it
will have to get a move on. 1 do not think
this Government, or any Government, will
look forward to renewing thes: coairols,
partiealarly if supplies improve.

The HONORARY JMINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I cannot see eve to eye
with Mr, Craig when he advocates that a
man who has had an order in for four or
five wears should take precedence over a
man who happens to he a new settler and
has no fencing at all. The man with the
greatest need should have priority. I will
give an assurance that the Government will
not order the control of any wire netting
or fencing material if it finds the difficul-
ties are too great and that sueh control will
not do any good, or if it finds that the ex-
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pense is too great or the job is foo hig for
it, as has been suggested. 1 diseussed with
Mr. Linton the matter of including feneing
materinl. He said it wounld be a pretty
tough job but he would stand up to it. He
15 o very sick man and I doubt whether he
will be the one to exercise the control;
though I hope he is. The point is that we
want this power in order to exercise it if
we deem that step necessary.

Hon. H. TCCKEY: I do not think this
conirol is justified. It would be impossible
for any one man to sort out the deserving
eases amongst those desiring wire, I do
not know a farmer who does not require
sotne. All over the Commonwealth a simi-
lar position exists, and I have met many
farmers in the other States who have told
me that the position is worse there than
here, To say the legislation wonld be re-
quired for only one ycar is silly. It will
he many years before we ean expect to ob-
tain any great quantity of feneing mate-
rinls. [ ventore to say the time will come,
unless something is done to speed up pro-
duction, when farmers will have to sell their
stock hecause their fences will not hold them
in. The Honorary Minister spoke of new
settlers, but T think we should look after
those we have. I agree we need new settlers
but it is no good if we cannot give them
wire with which to fence their land.

Hon. R. M. FORREST : T hape phe Com-
mittee will delete the reference to fencing
There are 10,000 orders for fencing
maierial and how priorities are to be estab-
lished T do not know. Mr. Craig’s idea is
the best; namely, that priority should go tu
the person who first submitted his order.
If a man placed an order three years ago, he
is entitled to some wire in preference to a
man whe has only recently made applica-
tion. The firms are making a very equitable
distribution, and if the present system is
departed from, severe injustice will be done
to farmers and pastoralists.

wire,

Amendment put and a division taken with

the fullowing resnlt:—
Avey
Nocs

| =1 BER

Majority for

[COUNCIL.]

AYESR,
Hon. L, Craig Hon, W, J. Mann
Hon. J. M. Cunningham Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon., H. A. C. Dnffen Hon. C. H. Simpsen
IMon. . M. Forrest Hon. A. Thomson
Hon Sir Frank Gibson Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon, H, Hearn Hon. H. Tuckey
(Teller.)
NoEs,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. L. A. Lopan
Hon. G. Bennotta Han. A. L. Loton
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. 3. B. Wood
Hon. E, H. Gray Hon. R. J. Baylen
Hon. E. M. Heenan (Teller.)
PAIR,
AYE. [ No.
Han. J. G. Hialop Hon. H. B. W. Parker

Amendment thus passed,

The CHAIRMAN: T draw attention to
Subclause (6). Where new fencing material
is referred to in that subelause, it will be
consequentially amended.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 14, First Schedule—agreed
to. :

Second Schedule:

Hon. H K. WATSON: I take it the
definition of ecommercial motor vehicle will
be consequentially amended in view of the
amendment made to the definition of “motor
vehiele,”

The CHAIRMAXN: I think the amend-
ment should be moved, It does not appear
to me to be consequential.

Hon, H. K. WATSON:
move an amendment—

That in line 1 of the definition of feom-
mercial motor vehiele’’ after the word
‘‘yohiele’’ the words ‘‘of a capacity not ex-
ceeding one ton’? be inserted.

Very well. T

Amendment put and passed; the schedule
as amended, agreed {o.

Third Schedule:

Hon. H XK. WATSOXN:
amendment—

I move an

That in line 1 of the definition of ‘‘motor
cat’? after the word ‘‘vebicle’’ the words ‘‘of
over 12 horsepower’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.33 p.m.



